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  RRHA NEWSLETTER FALL - PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 

The summer of 2011 is officially over and for the first time in many years we had no floods. The water 
temperature rose up to almost 80 degrees when we had the 90 degree plus heat wave. Due to the low wa-
ter levels later in the summer the association donated some buoys with danger signs and flashing lights to 
mark some of the many sandbars that we haven't seen for many years. Our mission is to make the river a 
safe place for all users and we hope that these buoys helped to save boat damage and injury. During the 
evening of the 4th of July there were a few docks struck by boats. I cannot emphasize enough how im-
portant a couple of $15 solar lights on your dock can help make the river a safer place at night. As we put 
our docks and boats away for a winter nap, lets hope spring is around the corner. During the winter season 
we have the river freezing to keep our eyes on. If you have ice jams forming contact your local city hall to 
report it. May the holiday season approaching be a good one for all. The spring of 2012 is just around the 
corner. Our board meetings are the third Thursday of the month, all river residents are invited to sit in. 
Please visit our website for the location of the next meeting. Happy Holidays to all of you. 

                                                                                   Www.rockriverhomeowners.org                                                                      
Steve Lucas 
 

Thank you to Dave Adamik,                        
One on One Personal Training,                
127 Wallace Ave., Machesney Park, for 
this fall river photo! 

 

All RRHA Members!  

Follow us on facebook:  type in: 

Rock River Home Owners Association  

ñlikeò us so we can get our own address 
and then forward the link  to others who 
live on the river! 



MEET OUR  

WEB 

MASTER!

 

 

Hello, My name is Chip Gammel and I am the new webmaster for our association.  

My wife, Teya, and I moved to the River Key Subdivision in 2005 with our two boys. I have 

lived on two lakes in the past and this is my first house on a river. I was not prepared for the 

river type lifestyle which deals with a high variation in water levels. I experienced the flood 

in 2008 as well as the low water levels in 2011. I am happy to hear that the association was 

helping to regulate water levels as well as concerned with the overall safety of the river. I 

have designed websites since 1997 and plan to keep our website up to date with events that 

are easy to find. 

If you have anything you would like to have posted on the website including photos, please 

email them to rrha@lakeshorebiz.com  
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River Bank Finds with Mary Johnson 

Our river has been at the all time low for the 10 years Iôve lived here, and a good time to check out the shoreline for 

any interesting finds.  Our particular 100 feet of shoreline is limestone riprap, which tends to capture smaller floating 

items in the crevices.  Throughout the summer, Iôve gathered up various floatilla that has ended up on our property just 

south of the Harlem Bridge.  A variety of pop bottles, plastic water bottles, bait containers, fishing line, yard lights and 

bobbers so far.  Earlier in the spring, we found a couple of white boat bumpers, baseball cap, and orange lifejacket.    

 

I intended to have a search for arrowheads, we used to find a number of them at our place at Lake Koshkenong in Wis-

consin, but havenôt had the time this year to do that.  We would look at the beach shores after winter and many times 

find them  right in the shorelines.  They could be any color, there they were mostly dark grey or the redish color.  Most 

of the time they would be broken, but we found a few intact ones.  Indians came north thru our area in the early 1800ôs 

on the way back and forth to Wisconsin, so I would think we should have some along our RRHA stretch of the river.  

If any RRHA members have found them, send a pic and the story, and I will publish it.   

 

Our personal funny story is of my neighbor losing not one, but TWO cellphones off the pier, and then our new neigh-

bor, three years later, reeling in a catfish, that had the cellphone and the fish, on the same hook! (no it didn't work) 

 

We also had the clean up the Rock River event with Rock River Sweep, September 10 this year., any interesting finds 

from that?   Email me at Asigndesigns@aol.com and I will publish them! 

mailto:rrha@lakeshorebiz.com
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The Tradition of Naming your Boat by Mary Johnson  

Once you've picked out the boat of your dreams,(or nightmares sometimes) you have an even 

more difficult choice to make. Now you must name her,( boats are always referred to as ñherò, 

but thatôs another story), which is not an easy job. You have several considerations, including 

some classic superstitions, and whether your friends and family will be embarrassed or offend-

ed by the name you choose.  

  

One boat naming superstition is whether or not it is okay to rename a previously -owned boat. 

Some say it is bad luck if you remove an old name on a vessel to rename it. However, if you 

christen the boat with a new name and splash some champagne or soda pop across the bow, 

you'll have nothing to worry about.  

  

Many people name a boat after their spouse or children; Suzy Q, Mary Lou, Johnny Lee, this is 

nice, but you can run into problems if more kids are on the way or if you change spouses! Al-

so, it's not very original, how you paid for the boat when trying to come up with a name is also 

interesting, Hard Cash, Empty Pockets, Susanôs Kitchen,(Iôm sure Susan wasnôt happy about 

this one!) and Cash Drain,(owned by a plumber!).  

 

You can always name your boat after your profession or industry.  If you own your own com-

pany, it is a smart marketing move to name your boat after the company, and instill your 

brand whenever youôre out and about.   Our pontoon is named A-Sign of Fun and our fishing 

boat is named A -Sign of Fish for our sign and graphic design business.   

 

The boatôs name is often put on the stern of larger boats,(most further part of the back where 

the motor or power portion of motor boats would be, for those of you unfamiliar with boat 

terms) and/or on the rear port or starboard sides.   

More popular names lately:  

 

1) Black Pearl  

2) Runaground Sue (this year north of Harlem Bridge!)  

3) Second Wind(sail boat)  

4) Luna Sea  

5) Aquaholic  

6) Knot On -Call(Docôs boat) 

7) Rockreation  

8) Wanderlust  

9) The Dog House  

10) Carpe Diem or Seas the Day  

  

There are many websites dedicated to boat names, if youôre stuck for a good name, take a 

look and see what you come up with.  Some of the ones on the river that I can remember are 

Dirty Paws,(they must have dogs), Chicago Buoy,(my neighbor!) Looney Tune, Friggin in the 

Riggin, Lorilee,  River Rat, D.I.N.K.S(double income, no kids!),and Dadôs Toy.  Have some fun 

with it this over the winter and name your boat!  



 

www.crossroadsselfstoragil.com 
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Newsletter Advertising :  Ads will be run 3 times a year 
beginning with our Spring newsletter.  Anyone who wants 
to start advertising at a different time of the year, will pay 

only the prorated amount for the balance of the year. 

    Ad Size       Price   

Business Card          $80                   

1/4 Page $100    

1/2 Page $160  

Full Page $280    
   

Make checks to:RRHA % Diane Koch 

                        1019 Franklin Place 

                         Rockford, IL 61103 

Email  print ready ad  or info you want to :  

Asigndesigns@aol.com    815-877-5096            

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS! 

Remember personal For Sale or Want to Buy ads are 
FREE for members! 

Note:   Ad should be submitted in either Word or 
PDF file,30 days prior to publication date.  RRHA 
reserves the right to locate the ad within the news-
letter and reserves the right to refuse any ad 

deemed inappropriate.  Call for further details. 
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