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  RRHA NEWSLETTER SUMMER - PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 

Hello to all my fellow river residents.  I am happy to say the weather is great this season and there are no floods to re-
port on yet this year.  I believe this is what summer should be like every year, hot and sunny. 

I would like to bring all of you up to speed on the latest about Fordam Dam.  The Dam committee on the RRHA has 
been monitoring the water levels on a weekly basis for the past few years.  This was started after the installation of a 
water level gauge next to the dam done by the RRHA.  For the past twenty plus years we have had to rely on the water 
level data given to us by the Com Ed spokesperson.  And the generalized comment received from Com Ed was always 
the same, "We are at the permit level of 702.5ft above sea level."  This number is the level at which the permit states the 
level should be at.  Things have changed drastically since our gauge went in and monitoring began.  The water levels 
are regulated more closely now that we have the ability to notify Com Ed when the levels are above or below the permit-
ted (702.5) level.\ 

This has made a big impact on the water levels after the last few years of flooding.  In the past when we went to "flood 
stage" we could count on losing about four to six weeks of boating time.  Now, by monitoring the gauge, gates and water 
levels at the dam we are able to stop holding back water and keeping the river from being a retention pond. 

 The current dam was built in 1975 to better service the low water concerns and to have four gates that are able to be 
opened to reduce the high water floods.  When the river (which is a drainage basin), is bombarded with an excessive 
amount of rain we only ask that Com Ed run the dam according to what it was designed to do.  That is, for the safety and 
enjoyment of all who live and play on one of our most valuable assets. 

This season is unlike most others compared to the past few years.  The water went to drought level in July which is usu-
ally something we are use to in late August if it is a dry summer with minimal rain levels.  The gates at the dam were 
closed fully until 7/20/11 and despite the lack of rain and numerous calls to Paul Calligan at Com Ed the water levels 
remained at drought level. 

 There are some major issues that have been discovered about Fordam Dam.  First, is that the gauges used at the dam 
to maintain a water level of 702.5 feet are not accurate.  Second, the gates are not run or maintained properly.   Com Ed 
did admit on 7/21/11 that there is a six inch difference between the water level they monitor and the level that the gauge 
reads.  Our gauge is calibrated from a licensed surveyor that the RRHA paid for a few years ago.  Our gauge is accurate 
to within 0.05 of an inch.   

During a tour of the dam last summer while at peak flood, the gauges in the central room of the dam were observed.  
The digital gauge used by Com Ed was off and there was a press on label that said to add one foot.  Also, the drought of 
2005 gate #4 would not close fully and it was stated by Com Ed that there was a tree stuck under it and that is why it 
would not close.  This month after all gates were "closed," gate #3 was stuck open approximately one foot.  A work order 
was generated and Com Ed agreed to have it looked at sometime before the end of September 2011.  In my opinion, it 
would be nice if the problems with the dam and water levels were put as a top priority.  For those of us that pay for the 
riverfront property, let our voices be heard and make it a higher priority and repair the problems with the dam. (continued 
page 2) 



(from page 1)  Com Ed is in phase two of an environmental survey which includes the property south of 
the dam.  This is the vacant lot owned by Com Ed and the location of the old power generating plant.  
Com Ed states that the City of Rockford would like to purchase this property and with it comes the own-
ership of the dam.  While we can only hope if the city takes over ownership of the dam this might mean 
that the water levels will be more regulated?  Most dams have a fifty year service life and this would 
mean that in approximately fourteen or so years our current dam would potentially need large amount 
of repairs.  This is food for thought for us taxpayers since that price tag could be passed onto us if the 
City of Rockford does indeed purchase the property and the dam.   Com Ed would like to sell the City of 
Rockford the land and the dam for the sum of $1 and in return they want a 3.9million dollars in a tax 
write off.  Also they would like to stop paying the $55,000 per year property taxes and to relieved of any 
damage claims from the upstream residents. 

Let us hope that before the City of Rockford purchases the property and the dam that they require it to 
be brought up to a proper operating level and that the existing problems repaired.  The owner of the 
dam is responsible for all the maintenance of the dam and it would be nice if the dam had a properly 
working water level gauge.  This has not happened yet, and a working water level gauge is a must.  If 
these issues are not being addressed what other underlying problems might there be with the dam?  If 
you are concerned as a river resident I urge you to call the Mayor and express that the dam needs to 
be brought up to current operating condition and all the problems fixed before they purchase the land 
and the dam.  I am sure that it would pain the city to find out six months down the road after the pur-
chase that hundreds of thousands of dollars would be needed to fix their investment. 

 With the current low water levels the problem on sand bars have become a reality.  The RRHA is in the 
process of making lighted warning buoys to mark these areas to help with safety on the river.  The sand 
bars that have been brought to our attention are at the South end of National Ave. on the West bank 
where the creek runs into the river.  The other areas are north of Auburn Street Bridge on the East 
bank, and the South side of the country club island area.  On Shore Drive east bank and north of the 
log house north of Latham Bridge, on the West bank where the creek empties into the river and on the 
West bank south of Bridge Street.  If you have discovered any dangerous areas that are shallow please 
contact a board member from the RRHA or myself so we can try to address this issue.  I hope the re-
mainder of the 2011 boating season is like the first half.  Happy Boating and stay safe.                       
Steve Lucas RRHA President. 

 

HOW ROCKFORD GOT  ITôS NAME -In the 1830ôs, the half way point between Chicago and Galena was know as 

ñMidwayò located on the Rock River.  Prior to ferry boats and bridges, settlers needed to cross or ford a river at a shallow 

place with a firm gravel or rocky bottom. 

In the Fall of 1834, Germanicus Kent moved from Galena to Midway on the West side of the Rock River.  The next Spring, 

Daniel Shaw Haight moved in on the East side.  A year later in the Fall of 1835 they met with Dr J. Goodhue at Midway to 

name the site. 

Rockfordôs permanent name was inspired by the rocky ford across the Rock River.  ñRockfordò was first suggested by Dr 

Goodhue in the meeting with Kent and Haight. 

Later events on the Rock River at Rockford included Germanicus Kent being authorized to establish a ferry across the Rock 

River in mid 1836.  On April 1, 1839 the two villages of East and West Rockford, split by the Rock River, were incorporated 

into one with a population of 235.  In 1844, contracts were awarded to build the first bridge on State Street across the Rock 

River. (1) 

 

The original ñrocky fordò is located just South of the Fordham Dam which was built in 1853 on a rocky ford in an area where 

Kent Creek meets the Rock River today. (2)             Submitted by Mike Richter of River Key.     June 16, 2011 

Welcome to Rockford Illinois, Chronological History , Rockford )1818 ï 1900)ò http://www.rockfordillinois.com/chron.htm 
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Dinner on the Dock 

 If you like the Rock River and love eating you have to check out the Prairie 
{ǘǊŜŜǘ .ǊŜǿƘƻǳǎŜΩǎ ά5ƛƴƴŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎƪέΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ŀ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘΣ LǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ 
like a backyard party. Every Thursday night through Labor Day, you can come by 
boat, car, bike, or just hike on over to 200 Prairie Street right next to the River-
view Icehouse and join the party.  Backyard Grill and Bar provides the grill and 
the food. Prairie Street Brewhouse provides the bar and the drinks. The menu 
includes things like burgers, brats, pulled pork sandwiches, chicken sandwiches 
and they surprise us sometimes with something new on the menu. The sand-
wiches include your choice of a side, cole slaw, potato salad, chips, or baked 
ōŜŀƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŜǾŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƳŜƴǳΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊǘȅ ƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ рΥол ǘƻ млΥол ƻǳǘ ƻƴ 
the boardwalk of the historic oldest Brewery Building in the state. Music starts 
around 7:00 by local talent. You could hear Starlight Radio, Three Good Men, 
Jodi Beach, Emily Hurd or many other local talents. It has a casual, laid-back, Tiki
-style, beach party feel. So mosey on down and see what all the fun is about.  

 

815-277-9427 for more info 

 


