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Map of area between Oregon and Rockton Illinois referenced in the following newspaper articles 
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Image reportedly of the “Rockford” as it supposedly appeared in 1857 

(http://rockriverhomeowners.org/history/riverboat.html). However, according to the Lytle-Holdcamper List 

the “Rockford” was built in 1859, therefore “1857” may be a typo or the photo is possibly another steamer. 

Note that this does not appear to be the same boat referenced in a 1904 article further down in this document.  

 

 
 

 

What this research has revealed about the Steamer “Rockford”: 

 
(1) The “Rockford” was operating at Rockford and between Oregon and Rockton IL during the period 1857 – 1862. 
(2) A “Rockford” was operating in the Quad Cities area (between Andalusia,  Rock Island and Davenport in 1864. This 
may not be the same “Rockford” or may be another similarly named “City of Rockford”. 
(3) A “Rockford” was operating on the Arkansas River and Mississippi River  as far north as Cairo, IL in 1867. This may not 
be the same “Rockford” or may be another similarly named “City of Rockford”. 
(4) I don't know if the vessel in (1) is the same as the vessel(s) in (2) & (3). 
(5) Merchant Steam Vessels of the United States 1790-1868, also known as the Lytle-Holdcamper list states she was built 
in 1859 (however, several newspaper articles below state the “Rockford” was built in 1857) in Rockford, Illinois, with her 
home port being Galena, IL (this needs to be confirmed).  She weighed 24 tons, and her registry number was #21350. 
She was either abandoned, or disappeared from official records, around 1869 (Lytle, W. H. and R. R. Holdcamper. 
Revised & edited by C. B. Mitchell. 1975. Merchant Steam Vesels of the United States, 1790-1868. Also known as the 
“Lytle-Holdcamper List”. The Steamship Historical Society of America, Inc. Staten Is., NY. p. 91). 
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Excerpts from newspaper articles 
 

1849 
 

Rockford Forum (Rockford, IL) 5/23/1849, page 3 

These newspaper items link James B. Skinner to Pennock and Sterling, believed to be owners of the Steamer 

“Rockford” prior to James B. Skinner’s ownership 

 
 

 



Rockford Forum (Rockford, IL) 6/20/1849, page 3 

 
 

 



Rockford Forum (Rockford, IL) 8/29/1849, page 3 

 
 

 



Rockford Forum (Rockford, IL) 12/5/1849, page 1 

 
 



1857 
 

Rockford Republican (Rockford, IL), 5/7/1857, page 2 

(Presiumably this is the “Rockford”) 

 
 

Rock River Democrat (Rockford, IL), 6/16/1857, page 3 

 



 
 



Rockford Republican (Rockford, IL), 6/18/1857, page 2 

 

 
 



Rockford Republican (Rockford, IL), 6/25/1857. page 2 

 
 

 

Rock River Democrat (Rockford, IL), 6/30/1857, page 3 

 
 



Rock River Democrat (Rockford, IL) 6/30/1857, page 3 

 
 

 

Rockford Republican (Rockford, IL) 7/2/1857, page 3 

 



Rock River Democrat (Rockford, IL), 7/7/1857, page 3 

 
 

 

Rockford Republican (Rockford, IL) 7/9/1857, page 2 

 
 



Rockford Republican (Rockford, IL) 7/23/1857, page 3 

 
 

 

Rockford Republican (Rockford, IL) 7/30/1857, page 3 

 
 

 



Rockford Republican (Rockford, IL) 8/6/1857, page 3 

 
 

 

Rockford Republican (Rockford, IL) 8/13/1857, page 3 

 
 

 



Rockford Republican (Rockford, IL) 8/20/1857, page 3 

 
 

 

Rockford Republican (Rockford, IL) 8/27/1857, page 1 

 
 

 



Rockford Republican (Rockford, IL) 9/3/1857, page 1 

 
 

 

Rockford Republican (Rockford, IL) 9/17/1857, page 1 

 



Rockford Republican (Rockford, IL) 9/24/1857, page 1 

 
 

 

Rockford Republican (Rockford, IL) 10/1/1857, page 1 

 
 

 



Rockford Republican (Rockford, IL) 10/8/1857, page 1 

 
 

 

Rockford Republican (Rockford, IL) 10/15/1857, page 1 

 
 



Rockford Republican (Rockford, IL) 10/22/1857, page 1 

 
 

 

Rockford Republican (Rockford, IL), 11/26/1857, page 2 

 
 

Rockford Weekly Register-Gazette (Rockford, IL), 11/28/1857, page 4 

 



 

 

Rock River Democrat (Rockford, IL), 12/8/1857, page 3 

 
 

 

Rock River Democrat (Rockford, IL), 12/8/1857, page 3 

 
 

 



1858 
 

Rockford Republican (Rockford, IL), 4/1/1858, page 2 

 
 

Rockford Weekly Register-Gazette (Rockford, IL) 6/6/1858, page 

2  



 



 





Rock River Democrat (Rockford, IL), 6/8/1858, page 3 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 
 



Rockford Republican (Rockford, IL), 8/12/1858, page 2 

 

 
 

 



Rock River Democrat (Rockford, IL) 9/7/1858, page 3 

 
 

 

Rockford Weekly Register-Gazette (Rockford, IL) 10/16/1858, page 3 

 
 



1859 
 

Rock River Democrat (Rockford, IL), 3/15/1859, page 2 

 

 
 



Rockford Daily News (Rockford, IL) 3/17/1859, page 2 

 
 

 

Rock River Democrat (Rockford, IL), 5/3/1859, page 3 

 
 

 



Rockford Daily News (Rockford, IL), 6/28/1859, page 3 

 
 

 



Rockford Republican (Rockford, IL) 6/30/1859, page 2 

 



 
 

 



Rockford Daily News (Rockford, IL), 7/2/1859, page 2 

 
 

 



1860 
 

Rock River Democrat (Rockford, IL), 2/28/1860, page 3 

 
 

Rockford Republican (Rockford, IL), 9/6/1860, page 2 

 
 



1861 
 

Rock River Democrat (Rockford, IL), 3/19/1861, page 3 

 
 

Rockford Republican (Rockford, IL) 10/3/1861, page 2 

 
 

 



Rock River Democrat (Rockford, IL) 12/3/1861, page 3 

 
 

 



1862 
 

Rock River Democrat (Rockford, IL) 3/25/1862, page 3 

 
 

 

Rock River Democrat (Rockford, IL) 4/8/1862 page 

 
 

 

Rockford Republican (Rockford, IL), 4/10/1862, page 2 

 
 



Rockford Republican (Rockford, IL) 4/19/1862, page 2 

 
 

 



1867 

 

The Sunbury American (Sunbury, PA), 3/23/1867 

It is uncertain if this “Rockford” is the same referenced in other articles from the Rockford, IL area. 

 
 

 



1873 
 

Rockford Journal (Rockford, IL), 6/21/1873, page 1. 

According to the Lytle-Holdcamper List (cited above) the “Rockford” was abandoned or disappeard from 

records in 1969, so it is unclear if this “Rockford”  is a different boat. 

 
 



1898 
 

Morning Star (Rockford, IL), 8/14/1898, page 3 

 



 



 

 
 

 



1904 
 

Daily Register-Gazette (Rockford, IL), 12/16/1904, page 34 

 

 

 
 



Close-up of Steamer Rockford photo in 12/16/1904 article. 

 



1905 
 

Rockford Daily Republic (Rockford, IL), 7/26/1905, page 1 & 2 

 

 



Rockford Republic (Rockford, IL), 7/31/1905, page 1 

 
 

 



1922 
 

Morning Star (Rockford, IL) 7/21/1922, page 2. 

This article undoubtedly refers to the “City of Rockford” (originally the “Illinois), a much larger steamer built 

in 1920. 

 



1923 
 

Daily Register Gazette (Rockford, IL), 7/7/1923, page 8 

This is the “City of Rockford”, built in 1920. 

 
 

 



1929 
 

Rockford Republic (Rockford, IL), 4/16/1929, page 1 

Although newspaper article is dated 1929, it refers to a letter dated 1860 and therefore pertains to the Steamer 

“Rockford” built in 1859.  

 



 
 

Rockford Republic (Rockford, IL), 4/16/1929, page 1 

This article does not reference the Steamer “Rockford” however is about the “Gypsy”, reportedly the first 

steamer on the Rock River at Rockford, IL.  

 

 



 
 



1932 
 

Register-Republic (Rockford, IL), 10/3/1932, page 6 

This article while dated 1932 refers to a 1857 article pertaining to the Steamer “Rockford”.  

 
 



1938 
 

Morning Star (Rockford, IL), 3/20/1938, page 35 

This article refers to the Steamer “City of Rockford”, built in 1920 (as the “Illinois”) and destroyed by fire in 

1924. 

 



 

 



 
 



1983 
 

Register Star (Rockford, IL), 8/5/1983, page 5 

 
 

 

 



1969 
 

Morning Star (Rockford, IL), 2/8/1969, page 3 

 
 

 

 


