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Map of area between Oregon and Rockton Illinois referenced in the following newspaper articles
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Image reportedly of the “Rockford” as it supposedly appeared in 1857
(http://rockriverhomeowners.org/history/riverboat.html). However, according to the Lytle-Holdcamper List
the “Rockford” was built in 1859, therefore “1857”” may be a typo or the photo is possibly another steamer.
Note that this does not appear to be the same boat referenced in a 1904 article further down in this document.

What this research has revealed about the Steamer “Rockford”:

(1) The “Rockford” was operating at Rockford and between Oregon and Rockton IL during the period 1857 — 1862.

(2) A “Rockford” was operating in the Quad Cities area (between Andalusia, Rock Island and Davenport in 1864. This
may not be the same “Rockford” or may be another similarly named “City of Rockford”.

(3) A “Rockford” was operating on the Arkansas River and Mississippi River as far north as Cairo, IL in 1867. This may not
be the same “Rockford” or may be another similarly named “City of Rockford”.

(4) I don't know if the vessel in (1) is the same as the vessel(s) in (2) & (3).

(5) Merchant Steam Vessels of the United States 1790-1868, also known as the Lytle-Holdcamper list states she was built
in 1859 (however, several newspaper articles below state the “Rockford” was built in 1857) in Rockford, lllinois, with her
home port being Galena, IL (this needs to be confirmed). She weighed 24 tons, and her registry number was #21350.
She was either abandoned, or disappeared from official records, around 1869 (Lytle, W. H. and R. R. Holdcamper.
Revised & edited by C. B. Mitchell. 1975. Merchant Steam Vesels of the United States, 1790-1868. Also known as the
“Lytle-Holdcamper List”. The Steamship Historical Society of America, Inc. Staten Is., NY. p. 91).



http://rockriverhomeowners.org/history/riverboat.html

Excerpts from newspaper articles

1849

Rockford Forum (Rockford, IL) 5/23/1849, page 3
These newspaper items link James B. Skinner to Pennock and Sterling, believed to be owners of the Steamer
“Rockford” prlor to James B. Skinner’s ownersh1p
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A Cultivanor with which yon can wlnd o raise
coru cheap, with lintle 1ibor,  Wear what those say
st Dve used them ]

Rouenfon], Mav 13, 1349,

Tuasis o certify, that we have gl Win fDvaer's
Patent Universally "As din=table Culuvator, as macn-
tetured by Jumes 13, Skinuer, or Buocklord, amil ean
recomment it 1o eve ey tarier in Winnghago couny
ns being o great lbdr-saving machine. 10l dpes
Pl Wors inonomanner superior o that o any vther
Crultivator we have ever e,

Dunean Ferguson, Stephen Allen,

Palmer Allen, Jae b IKngpp.
Wi D. Pennock, A, J. F'L'Hmw!{
Alovze Corey,  © Ruesel Pennock,

e w— T

doseph Jewell, Crrenns No Wouds,
Edmund Ovieu, * Joln Travis, !
s 10 Pearsons James Jackson,

Jmpes Wi Fowler,
1. Llicks.

-"llmw MOre Naines uﬁ,thl Lo suelilend iF nee-
cesaary. For sule atmy shop in West Rockfurd, amd
L&l ’l-hun.lu'l-."o: Warner's. I lnve no he Fitnmey o

saying that they eannot be equalled by any Caiiiva-

Lo lg..-lllh ST, V. . J R SKIXNER.
" lm: klunl, ."'nlan‘ h hl. 1349,




Rockford Forum (Rockford, IL) 6/20/1849, page 3

I O YES.
. Try it and then Buoy it.

; ..ll. Cultivator with which you ean afford to raise
. eorn cheap, with little lsbor. Hear what those say
¢ that have used them : |

. Recsford, May 13, 1849.

Tus is to certify, thist we have used Wm.'Dysert's
Patent Universnlly Adjustable Culiivator, as manu-
fuctured by James B. Skinner, of Hockiord, and can
recommend it to every furiner in Winnehago county
as heing o great labor-saving machine. It also does
the wors in a manner superior to that of any other
v Coltivator we have ever seen.

‘Dunean [Ferguson, Stephen Allen,
Palmer Allen, Jae b Knapp,

1 (Wm, D.m A.d. Pennovk,
‘Alonze Corey, Russel Pennock.

Joseph Juweﬁ. - Cyrenuz N, Woods,

Edmund Oviett,,  John Travis,

|8, P. Pearsons James Jackson, -

2l (Jumes |Elurﬁng Wm. Fowler,

'H. Hicks,

'Many more names might be added if nec-
essary. Forsale atmy nhnj; in West Rockflord, and
at Maynard & Warner's. 1 hove no hesitancy in
- { saying that they eannot be equalled by any Cuitiva.
tor in this country. | . J.B. SKINNER.
1.1 Roenford, May 23d, 1849.
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Rockford Forum (Rockford, IL) 8/29/1849, page 3
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Juill_.[}h .]mmll Cyrenus N. Woods,
g : ISdmund ler.tt John Travis,
S. . Pearsons James Juckson,

B o e mr— —— Ema e & EEE. e

0 Y'EH.

Try it and then Buy it.
A Cultivator with which you can alford to raise

that have used them
i Rockford, May 13.-1849.
Tyt iz to certify. thet we have nsed Wm. Dysert]s
- Patent|Universally Adjustable Cultivator, ns mamj-
fnetured by Jumes B3, § Lhmnr. of Rocklond, and can
rmtnmllmml it to every farmer in Winnebago Emmli)s
¥

‘ns heing o great labor-suving machine. It also do

the -.mrlr in n manner mpcr or 1o that of any othgr,

- Cultivator wie have ever seen.
Dunean!Ferguson, Stephen Allen,
Palmer Allen Jae b Knap

wm.u 'A. J. [Pennoch
ﬂlﬂnzﬁ orey, Ruszel

e . B —

James [Sterling Wm, Fowler,
| I uicgs.

| Many more names might be added if ne
essary. For sale atmy shop in West Rockford, m
Enl'\[n}mﬂt& Warner's. [ have no hEbIlnTIE} 1
saying that they cannot ke equalled hy any Caltivp-
tor in this eomntry, | J. B. SKINNER,
| Rockford, May 23d, 1849,
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corn cheap, with little labor,  Hear what those-say.




Rockford Forum (Rockford, IL) 12/5/1849, page 1

IF

O YES, |
M'ry it and then Bay it
A Cultivator with which you ean affor] “to ruise ;
corn cheap, with little labor.  Hear what those say
that have used them :

Roexford, May 13, 1849,

Turs is to certify. that we have ujed Wi, Dvsert's
Patent Universally Adjustable Cll.|!‘h'HT{Il‘. s -
factured by James B. Skinner, of Rocklord, and ¢can
recommentd it to every fiwrmer in Winnelago connty
as being a great labor-saving machine. It also does
the work in & manner superior 10 that of any other
Cultivator we have ever seen.

‘Dunean Ferguson, Stephen Allen,

Palmer Allen Jacib Knapp,

Wm. D. A,
Alonzo Corey, Russel [Pennock]

‘Joseph Jewell, | Cyrenuz N. Woodls,

Edmund Oviett,  Jobn Lravis,
B. P. Pearsons James Jackson,

James Eter]ing Wm. Fowler,
I1. Hieks

Muny more names might h{ added if nee-

essary. Forsale at my slmllm in Wast Rockford, and
at Maynard & Warner's. I have no hesitancy in
saying that they cannot be equalled by any Cultiva-
tor in this country. J. I SKINKER.

" Rockford, May 23d, 1849,
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1857

Rockford Republican (Rockford, IL), 5/7/1857, page 2
(Presiumably this is the “Rockford™)

SteamEen oN Rock RiveRr.—A couple of ouren,
terprising mechanicy, Messrs. Inman & Pennock,
we understand, are engaged in rather a novel enter-
prise, but one which we have no doubt they will
muke a paying one. ‘T'hey are buildin g at an ex-
pense of between six and seven thousand dollars, a
small steamboat to ply between this city and Rock-
‘ton. The boat is to be provided with a 20 horse
power engine—is to be of light draft—drawing only
ubout 9 inches of water, and is to have a cabin 16
by 30 feet. The engine was constructed at the Ma-
chine shop of Clarke and Utter, and the craft is to
be set aflout in a few weeks. Now fur pleasurc ex-
cursions and pic-nic parties up the river. I

Rock River Democrat (Rockford, IL), 6/16/1857, page 3

—

ExcursioN to Rocxtox.—Last Friday a large
eompany of our cilizens took a pleasure cxcur-
sion to Rockton on the steamer Rockford. We
were favored with an invitation frow ite gen-
tlemanly owners for the excursion, but very
much to ecr regret, imperious engagements pre-
vented our attendancs. Wo are inforted that
the company on board had a very pleasant time
indeed of their trip, as ind=ed it could not Le
‘otherwise. i

P. 8. Since the above waa in type, the Reg-
{ster has been issned, containing an"account of
the exourrion, in which its editor participated,
and from its account we make the following ex-
Araot:

We thould not omit to mention that on the
retorn trip, just before reaching Rockford, a
.mtetllg was organized by ecalling C. I Ilors.
man, Eaq., to the Chair, after which the follow-

ing resolutions were presonted by Dr. Lyman
‘and unanimously adopted:




Resolved, That the officers and all attached to
the Steamer Rockford, by their gentlemanly
wonduct and courteous bearing during the Lx-
cursion to Rockton, are entitled to the unanim-
ous thanks of all fortunate enough to be of the
‘party.
~~ Resolved, That only by atrip on the steamer
Rockford can the beauty of our own Rock Rivar
be ;ropar] seen and appreciated.

" Kesolved, That our trip has been much en-

divened by the cheers and hearty reception at

Roecoe and Rookton,

' Resolved, That our thanke be tendered to the
Horn Band for their well selected and exe-

duted music during the trip.

' 1 Resolved, That these resolutions be pubilished

dn the city papers.

Followiog this M. Smith was ealled out and
“mlda a few pertinent remarks. The Rockford
ﬁiﬂ;ﬂar reached her dook, and the excursion
IRded. '




Rockford Republican (Rockford, IL), 6/18/1857, page 2

Excursion to Rockton.

About 120 of our citizens, ladies and’gentlemen
took a pleature ‘excursion to Rockton on hoard the
stcamor “flockford” on Friduy of last weck. DBusis
ness arrangements were such as to preclude the
possibility of our making one of the joyous party,
but we did what wo were able toward it—wo saw
them off. The steamer left her moerings here i
gallant style—aud what with the lively strains o
music by the band and the radiant countenances o
the good steamer's company we predicted for them
just such a timo as they are represented to have had.
Our neighbors at Rockton, it is said, gave their
guests a cordial and substauntial welcome, a fact
which contributed greatly to the pleasure of the oc-
easion. The following resolutions were offered by
Dr. Lyman and passed ananimously by the compa-
ny on the return trip.

Resolved, Thut the officers and all attached to the
[Stcamer Rockford] by their gentlemanly conduct

and couricous bearing during the Excursion to
Rockton, are entitled 1o the unanimous thanks ol all

fortunate enough to be of the party.
Resolved, That only by a tripon the steamer
Rockford can the heanly of our own Rock River be

properly seen and apprecinted.
Resolved, “I'hat our trip has been much enlivened

by tho cheers and hearty reception at  Roscoe and

Rockton.
Resolved, That our thanks be tendered to the Sax

Horn Baod for their well selccted and executed mu-

sic during the trip. _
Resolred, That these resolutions Lo published in

the city papers.
Following this M. Smith was called out and made

a fow pertinent remarks., Tho Rockford soon after

rcached Ler dock, and the excursion ended.
sl —lip———




Rockford Republican (Rockford, IL), 6/25/1857. page 2

1

05 The steamer Rockford bronght down five tons
of paper from Rockton Jast Satnrday, 10 be shipped
oy rail from this point to Galena. We understand
that she now makes tri-weekly trips to Rockton—
Tuzsday, Thursday and Saturdays, and promises
to do a very fuir freighting and passenger business
between these two points.—ZLlock Rirver Democrat.

| trip,

Rock River Democrat (Rockford, IL), 6/30/1857, page 3
P R ———————r

Riven Passewaer avp Fretont Trarrio—By
the politeness of Mr, G. H. Bush, clerk of the
steamer Rockford, we hiave 'I:mn![fnrnlmhhd wilh
the following list of the passenger and|freight
business of the steamer for the week ending

June 27th: -

Pasrengera from Moskford to Rockton,.... .i..--za
2k i Roeone to Wocktoo and relurn,..
r H Hockion o Hostol,.coaeecaadaes ‘H
L " Rocklon to Rockford,.. ... eem0e 37

Tﬂ“'l“-i"-t--ﬁl ............ il-!--r-:'ul-r-i--l--liil--l--!nl

FREIGIT. 11
Frow Rockford tn Rockton—>Merchadillze,... .8 lons.

“  Hockton to Recklor®—Wrapplog paper,
.}‘t‘“ Eﬂq-l'----i-------r--!-'ia----r-l-r_]& u

Totnl, ccccsss ......-..a...*.-.-".-'F-_.....,'l! bl

We should state that the above list comprises
but three days work out of the week fur the
stenmer. The other three she is engaged in
freighting stone to our city, for which she Las
several very heavy contracts, These fnctascem
to demonstrate pretty elearly that the steamer
will do o profitable Lusincss, and we congratu-
late her owners upon the suceess which promi.
ses 1o attend their enterprise.

P. 8.—The Rockford takes n plrasure excur
siun to the Roseoe rapide thisevening, It prom-
isps to bea beautiful evening for buch a plensure




Rock Rlver Democrat (Rockford, IL) 6/30/1857, page 3
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Tue Fovrri.—We lenrn from Mr. Bosh, the

Clerk of the steamer Kockford, that aliont twe
hundred of tho citizens of Reckton and vicinity
intend visiting our cily to participnie in the
coming cclebration, They will take the Rock
Sford, and arrive herve In ample venson for the
festivities. We enn assure them a plensant vide
down the river, every attention from the gen-
tlemanly officers of the steamer, and 8 gordinl
weleome from us Rocktordiang—=such a wel-
mmu a8 peighbors ihmlhl receive, rm;'l as ia ap.
proprinte to the day which they unite with us
in honoring. _

The arrangements for the celebration are now

all perfected, and it will nodoubtadly be o ve-.

vy fino one.  ‘The fire works are purchnsed, and
are on quite an extensive seale.  In addition to
the | societics and eompnnles nm:nunml in the
prngrnmma, the fullowing Lumlmmu nre axpeo-
ted (to participate : Tho Doons Rifles, of Bel-
videre ; the Engine Company, +f ['eeatonica.—
It is expected that the Rockford Cify Greys will

also be oul that day in full dress uniform,

L

Rockford Republican (Rockford, IL) 7/2/1857, page 3

- THE [STEAMER ROCKFORD

WILL MAKE

REGULAR TRIFS TO ROCKTON
TUESDAY, THURSDAY & SATURDAY,

Of each weok, leaving Rockfond at 7 A. M. and
" Y & I‘l"\: nhk"
ful al Jadu

arrive at Recktom at 11.30 A. M
. andarrive at Rockford at ¢ P. M.

‘R.. Passengers landed at lutermediate points on the Rirer.
lIﬂllTn! all kiuds taken on reasonable termw.

PLEASURE EXCURSIONS,

¢

on E;]!-;,'uIil.'m«tllilml toeither of the proprietors,

The Steamercan also be procured for Pleasurs Excursions,

PENNOCK, STRREING & ("0,




Rock Rlver Democrat (Rockford, IL), 7/7/1857 page 3

- *Mhp =

;ﬂj" Wo noticed that the ah“n‘m&l Roekford
was very busy all day on the Fourth,  After
bringing down herlarge load of pass(]ngmu from
Rocktotb aud Roscoe to partigipate i in the festi-
vities of the day, sha took threo or four excursion

| tripg & few miles up the river, each titme heavily

laden with excursionista, At the equelusion of
the éaldhrmiun she returned homne v}ith the cit
izens of Toscoe and Rocklon who had visited
us, 3he must have made a mtm tlumr for her

owners'that day.
P ————

Rockford Republican (Rockford, IL) 7/9/1857, page 2

f
|
|

THE FTEAMER ROCKFORD

WILL MAKE

GULAR TRIPS TO ROCKTON
TUESDAY, THURSDAY & SATURDAY,

of ""‘lfh week, leaving ockford at 7 A, M. and -
e arrive nt Revkton at 13,20 A, M. Leave Rowk-
ton at 3.0 P M., andariive at Rockfordat 6 P M.

il n"‘-""*'"l-f—l‘ﬂ landdiad 2t [ntermedinte polnte o (e wiver,

FLL IGIIT of all kine's taken on reasonabile terme,

PELASTUIZE EXCURSIOXS,

he “h'um-*r:‘nn #]e la '[“'H-I..IH'UI for Pleadurs Excurs=ivns,
T **!":‘H{'!"Tilt:; fovgithey e o) S UL ],rpl fol K,
Pt PN NIW i, STREELIAG of o0

|
|
|

P



Rockford Republican (Rockford, IL) 7/23/1857, page 3 o

. THE STEAMER ROCKFORD)|

WILL MAKE
' REGULAR 'FRIPS TO ROCKTON
“TUESDAY, THURSDAY & SATURDAYS
- n'“'“" Of ench week, laving Rockfond at 7 A M. and
; j"-" T e \nrriw: at Reckten at 1030 A, M, Leave [ch- |
tot ad S0 M andarrive at Roekfind st 6 10 M.
¢ ., Passengers landed st intermediate peints en the River, !
FREIGIHT of all Rinds taken on reasonable terms,

I
PLUASURLDE EXCURSIONS, |
|

‘The: Stemerean also be procured for Pleasure Excursions,
Con apodivation tocither ol the propeletors, _
o PEMNOCK, STERLING o ¢y,

- e

e 4 m B S e R S Se——

Rcl)ckf_qr_d_ Republican (Rockford, IL) 7/30/1857, page 3

T THE bTEAMEEiI}OCKFOETﬂ
| REGULAR ::.'l[::l;s TO RQCIETON

' pUESDAY, THURSDAY & SATURDA v,
: ’“‘“"' Of vach week, 1:aving Rock fm;:: ufn:{uhl'; :cr;t -
i Ty arvive nt _l:-'cktil-uu:ﬁgllr.dﬂlﬂ“.té 1’ .“ 4

Ll s 1 andurrive at Rockl .M. .
i “:1 :: ‘i'n:ﬁ:u::-: ;:I.:::I:l{ at Intermmiiate m:::::ltl::: the Rlver. |
© FRETGHT of sl Kitvls takien on reasutin :
" PLEASURE LXCURSIONS,
b ple Stewtmercan slso bo procured for Plensure Excurslons
i ' on :1_[1:-Iitﬂtirm to eitherof mf-r‘:'::;ﬂ:@'gﬁﬁfsérmm:~:u _ﬂ:g—__

My = R

—

— —— e =y TV




Rockford Republican (Rockford, IL) 8/6/1857, page 3

THE STEAMER ROCKFORD]

!
h WILL MAKE
!
I
i
!

REGULAR TRIFS TO ROCKTON
TUESDAY, TUHURSDAY & SATURDAY,

| e 2% f each weak, leaving Rockford nt 7 A, M. and
LY o arrive at Keckton nt 11,40 A, M. Leave Rluck-
Bl ot u gu 1. M., andurrive at Kockford at 6 P, M.

£ oL Passengers landed at intermediate points on the River.
FREWT of all kinds tanken on reasonable terms,

PLEASURE EXCURSIONS,
The Steamer enn al<o be procured for Pleasure Excursions, |
vu & salication tevithier of the proprictors, |

—

PENNUCK, E-I'l‘!lLI"fﬂ & CO,

P

Rockford Republican (Rockford, IL) 8/13/1857 page 3

[
" THE STEAMER ROCKFORD] |
|

WILL MAKE
REGULAR TRIPS TO ROCKTON

? UESDAY, THURSDAY §& SATURDAY,

Of each week, leaving Rockford at 7 AL M. and |

=, 24l arrive at Reckton at 1130 A, M, Leave Hotk-
ton at S50 15 M., andarrive at Rockford at 6 £, M,

. l*awnger-r landed at intermediate puints on the River. |

FREIGIIT of all kinds taken on roasonable terims, |

PLEASURE EXCURSIONS,

The Steamercan also be procured for Pleasure Excursions,

| ou nrmllcutmn to cither of the proprictors.
PENNOCK, STERLING o CO.

R 4 ww o ——

—




Rockford Republican (Rockford IL) 8/20/1857 page 3

. THE STEAMER ROCKFORD]|

! WILL MAKE

; RILGULAR TRIPS TO ROCK'TON
TUESDAY, THURSDAY §& NATURDAYT,
Of each week, Jeaving Rockford at 7.4, M.oand
‘ggﬂgggﬁuumquwrmm”uumomaLImmuumm
[ ool ol obater o, Mo ted arvive at Rockford at ¢ 1'. M.

|
O Passengers lane II aat intermediate points on the River,
KL I-Inlﬂ --l' il Lineds tehcn on reasonable teving.

' PLUASURE EXCURSIOXS,

i The Steamerean ai=o ke hree ureid for Pleasure Excursions,

i u'l!i l]‘l dication tovitherof lll' jernyar felors,
l I'.\\l‘.lﬂh. STERLING « CD,

- — e —— S

-'J

T — - -

Rockford Republlcan (Rockford IL) 8/27/1857 page 1

B ————— s W

THE STEAMER ROCKFORD)|

: WILL MAKE
REGULAR TRIPS TO ROCILTON

TUESDAY, THURSDAY & SATURDAY.

|

! [["-"' Of cach week. 'aving Rockford a1 T AL M. and
! < arrive at Reckton at 11,50 A, M. Leave Rocks
f ton at S50 ¢, ., andarrive at Reckford at 6 [°. M.
I
!
'

0 o_ Passengers Ianded st intermediate points vn the River.
FREIGUT of all kKiplds taken on reasonalie tryms,

PLEASURE EXCURSIOXNS,

The Steamer can itloo e procured for PMleasure Bxeursions,

on g livation to either of the proprictors,
' PEXNINCK, bTP RLING Jf CD,

N ——

e S —— i —— - - —




Rockford Republican (Rockford, IL) 9/3/1857, page 1

THE STEAMER ROCKFORD|

WILL MAKE
REGULAR TRIPS TO ROCKTON

TUESDAY, THURSDAY § SATURDAY»

Of cach weok, lraving Rockford at 7 A. M, and
arrive at Reckton at 11,30 A. M. Leave Rock-
ton nt S . o, andarcive at Kockford at 6 P. M. =
. Pasvengors landed st Intermediate polats cn the River.
FREIGUT of all kinds taken vty roasonable terin<,

PLTASURE EXCURSIONS,

The Steamercan also be procured for Pleasure Excursions,
on apylication to citherof the l? prietors.
N PEXNOCK, BTERLING <& CO.

Rockford Republican (Rockford, IL) 9/17/1857, page 1

', THE STEAMER ROCKFORD|

WILL MARDE
REGULAR TRIPS TO ROCKTON
V TUESDAY, THURSDAY & SATURDAY,,
| - OF ench week. lraving R «kford at 7 A M. and -
PoAR arrive at leekton at 11,30 A, M. Leave I} wk- .
D ton AL 9w 1% A, nndarrive at Bockford at 6 B, M. :
uo.. I"uwn*rrt landed at intermediate points on the River.
FREIGIIT of all kinds taken en reasanable terms,

| PLECASURE EXCURSIONS.

i I‘hu Steamer can also be procured for Plensure Excurslons,

Coon 1|ﬂl|ﬂtrun tovitherof the preprietors.
o PENNOCK, STERLING « €0,

— — —— e — I

- ——

|
|
I
i




Rockford Republlcan (Rockford, IL) 9/24/1857, page 1

THE STEA MER RGCKF'URIS

WILL MAKE
REGULAR TRIPS TO ROCKTON

TUESDAY, THURSDAY § SATURDAY,

Of cach week, eaving Rockford at 7 A, M. and
arrive at Reckton at 11,30 A. M. Leave Rock-
ton at .0 o M., andarrive at Kockford at 6 P, M.
en. Ix l!l.ﬂ‘nl..t'l'ﬂ landed at intermdiate points on the River.
FREIGHT of all kinds taken on reasonable terms.,

PLEASURE EXCURSIONS,

The Steamercan also be procured for Pleasure Excurslons,

on application tocltherof the proprictors.
| &% PENNOCK, STERLING « C0.

Rockford Republican (Rockford, IL) 10/1/1857, page 1

 THE STEAMER ROCKFORD

WILL MAKE

REGULAL TRIPS TO ROCIKTON
VTUESDAY, THURSDAY §& SATURDAY,
: I Of encl week, laving Raekford at § A M, and |

arrive at Reckten at 11,050 A, M, l.-mullud. !
Iun nt 350 10, o, anclarrive at Rockford at 6 1% M.

Passengzers handed at intermesdinte points on the Rnrr
.I-'IH"I'LI HT of all kindx taken on veasonnble terims,

PLUASURE EXCURSIONS,

The Steamnerean slvo e procured for Plensure Excarsions,
on aplication tocitherof the proprictoca,
5 PPEXNUCK, STERLING 0. 3

= = Ju




Rockford Republican (Rockford, IL) 10/8/1857, page 1

THE STEAMER ROCKFORD)| |

WILL MAKE l
NEGULAR TIRIFPS TO HOCKTON

TUESDAY, THURSDAY § SATURDAY,

= O each week, Faving Rewkford at 7 AL M. aml
; » arpive nt Weekton at 1050 A M, Leave Hock-
T At sbosa 10, M, andarrive at Rockford at 6 1% M. [

% Passenge s landed ot intermediate points on the River, |
FREWHT of all kinds taken on reasonnble terims, :

PLEASURE EXCURSIORS,

The Stentuer ean also e prowenred for Pleasure Exeursivug,

winapplication tocitherof the proprictees,
w PEXNUOUK, STERLING o C0, "'f!

Rockford Republlcan (Rockford, IL) 10/15/1857, page 1
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THE STEAMER ROCKFORD]

WILL MAKE
RUGULAR 'TRIPE TO ROCKTON
TUCESDAY, THURSDAY & SATURDA),S

ﬂ'm Of euel week. Yo -'iu'.:ll wihford =t 7 AL Moand "
Mﬂnh at Bewhtenmat TREO A M, Lo ke’
tom b <am 1% ML an bartive at BeoRbasdat o P8 ) :
o, Passengers Bovlod at itermediate Im.ll'l- - ::. e 2liver.,
FREIGUT of 0l Sineds taken en peasonable (et -,

PLEASURLE EXCURSIONS,

The Steamervan alse bo procured for Pleasire Exceursions,

"-’““1' Adication tevitherof the propricters,
PEXNNOCK, STERLING o CO,

B T ——
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THE STEAMER ROCKFORD]

WILL MAKE

ton at Sai 0% 0L, andacrive at Kockfordat 6 P, M.

on application to either of the pmprhmn.
pel

REGULAR TRIPS TO ROCKTON
 TUESDAY, THURSDAY § SATURDA)

0Of each week. leaving Rockford at 7 A. M. and
arrive at Reckton at 11,30 A. M. Leavo Rock-

8 9. Pasengers landed at intermesdiste points on the River,
FRELGIT of all kinds taken un reasonuable terin<.

PLEASURE EXCURSIONS,

The Steamer can al<o bo procured for Pleasure Excursions,

PENNUCK, STERLING &£ CO.

Rockford Republican (Rockford IL), 11/26/1857 page 2

We notice by the Ogle Cmmt} Reporter that the
stcamer Rockford, built in this city last smimer, is
te be transferred over the dam at this place this fall,
and next summer ply between this eity and Ore-
gon. We were not aware that such was the inten”
tion of the propietor or proprictors of tie boat, but
presume our neighbor speaks advisedly when he
makes the statement.— Dem.

|

The Steamer Rocktord

WILL AAKN
" Regular Trips to Rockton
TUESDAY, THUKSDAY & SATURDAY

OF ench week, leavin ﬂ Rockfowdnt 7 A, M. and arrive at

Rockiun at 1180 A M, v w.u Ruckton at 3,30 I’, M, and
srrfve at Nockfmont 61 M

y‘ﬁmugm landed at {ntermedlato polntz on 2-

}'HI-.I(HIT of all kinds taken on reasonable terms,
PLEASURE E XCURSIONS,
The Steamer can alxo bo procured for Pleasure Exeur-

nlnm, on spplication to either of twe poptietora.
23 PENNOCK, S_'IFI- llll.lhﬂ & CO.

-—

Rockford Weekly Register-Gazette (Rockford, IL), 11/28/1857, page 4
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. Srp——

L Theplenmer Rockford|the Register learns
instead of Lbeing taken over the dam at this place,
is to be put upon vollera and moved around it,
and next epring will ply between this city and
Ovegon, as we stated o week or two since, Al
aboard for ports down the river.

Rock River Democrat (Rockford, IL), 12/8/1857, page 3
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STEAMER ROCKFORD|~So we are now to have
regulat communication by Steamboat with Ore-
gon. This boat which bhas undergone thorough
repairs, left her dock below the dam on Monday
last,on her first trip down tho river. She had on
board an extensive pleasure party and the Forest
| City band.

= RN S
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SteaMeER RocKrorp|~—So we are now to have
regulat communication by Steamboat with Ore.
gon. This boat which has nndergone thorough
repairs, left her dock below the dam on Monday
lust,on her first trip down the river. She had on
board an extensive pleasure party and the Forest

i City band.
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Rockford Weekly Register-Gazette (Rockford, IL) 6/6/1858, page

GREAT FLOOD IN ROOKE RIVER
And 1t¥ Tributarios. =

Tho almoat uoprecodented rains of the past
weok, In this seclion, culminated on Thursday
night. Tho raln fell In torrents, hour after
hour, from 5 o'olock P’. M1 Ul near midnight,
taisiog tho Itiver to a higher point than it has
over been known beforo, with the exception
of the momorable timo a year ago |{last apring
when the {co went out, Wo then saw & mark
made ntthe highest polat the waler reached,
and the wator roso on Thuraday night lo withs
in thirteen inches of tho former mark.

. Durlog that night the water in the River
could not have risen less than five feot, and in
IKont's Creok, In contequenco of tho water be:
Ing dammed up at the Railroad Culvert and

sotting baok, it muat havo risen rome ffteen
| foet, renching & higher polut by six or olght
| feat-than wans aver before knowa., Wo aro as.
| mured by a porson who was at the Culvert in
/| the night that the water abovo It was al least
ten feet higher than below, belng above the
lop of tho areh and the wator pouring down
liko a tunaol. Had the eulvort or enbankmaent
AL this polut glven away the waler would
havo sweplt down everylhiog bofore It. A
numbor of [rish familivs living on what is
familinrly kuown ns tho [4!e of I'almos, just
o | below tho culvert, would havo beon In that




evont Leyond tho hopo of rescue; as L was,
they wore badly frightened and oriod lustily
for help.

01 courao n large amount of damage has been
dono along the strenma= bulldings and fences
| earried off, stock lost «te., which it ls Tmporsl-
blo as yol to ascertain. Tho following sum.
mary embraces what has thus far como |o our
knowledge:

Kont's Oreck, as wo have alroady alated,
waa ralsed Lo an unprecedonted helght by the
act back from tho rallroad culvert, 'I'ho State
Strect leldge and Qudar Bireot Irldge were
both takon off, the formor lodging A fow rods
below, but tho latter broken up and carried
downatream. Tt le thought by thovo living in
that vicinity, that tho Dridge lodged against
thoculvort beforo breaking up, and caused a
sudden riso of tho water, which av one time
roso several foet (v as many minutes, Onthe

st bank of tho Creek aome dozen or more
leish famlliea wors dreivon out, their shantles
belog Novded to the depth of svreral foet.—
I'ign, ehiekuns, &e., wero loftto thelr fataand
flonted down stream.  De, Richings' fenco was
partially cartied off, traon washod out, and he
alao enme vory noat loslng his horses. Tho
Doctor was absont at tho Lime, and a neighbor
succeaded with diMenlty In swimaming tho horses
out. The water roso into tho secoud atory of
tho bara, Ilis loss will bo petbaps & hundred




dollars, Fencea all along tho bank wero awept |
away, nnd on the Fale ground wo aro informorl
fish woro found ploutifully as the waler re.
cedod,

On the woat afdo of the Oreok tho waler rose
In soveral housen on Flm stroet, and from the
ono uext to tho Qreek the family were with
diMeulty got out of the windows when tho wa.
\or was up to tho armu of thoso who nesiated .—
The second housa was unoceupled. Tho third
was ocoupicd by Mr. Hazard, hut fortunatoly
his family woro absont on a visit, e carried
woat of his furniture to the upper story. On
Cedlar streot a houro ocoupled by Oliver (lood-
hue had threo fuol of water on tha floor, Lut
his family wore got out,

‘Tho smnll bridges near Mrs, Holland’s reai- |
tenco wore takon from thoir foundations, but
aro lodged close by,

Along tho River the banka in low placos
wera overflown, and the Raco wan full o over-
lowlog. The water poured over the end
in & heavy body and forced ity way [nlo
the Oreck beyoud. AWl the worka along the
power on both aldes of the River were stopped
with the exeeption of Clark & Utter's machine
shop, Thelr wheel “sots up highor than the
others, and was not a0 aerionaly affueted.




R b L L LR L e ]

The lower story of the latge Roaper Factory
was under wator Lo tho depih of aeveral feot, but
fortucately tho provious night the planers had
been raisod up and were not Injured. A largo
number of tho llaska, howoror, In the Foundry
floated out and wero enrrled off. On the flat
south of the Dopol & large number of piecos
of Itoapers had Leen lald out to dry, and a
gany of men weoro engaged nearly all night in
conveylng them to & pluce of anfuly. Wo un-
derstand they succeeded In saving most of
them, but Meases. ‘I'alcolt, Ewmerson & Co. ea-
Limato thelr total loss at about a thousand del.
Inra.

"I'ho [ptoamer Rockford| was comlug up the
River whon the storm commonced, nnd lay o
aver ulght about fuur miles bolow the city.—
She had hard work to make headway againal
the current, bul ually arrived hera aud for the
firat time run a short distanco up Kent's Crock
for anchorage. Iler oflicora roported areing a
Inrgo amountof ralls, timbor, and dead ateck,
&e¢., floating dowo,

A amall story nud a kalf Louse floated down
tho River varly In the mornlog-—=where frow
[s unknown,

About 8 o'clock wo saw a caw float down and

go over the dam.
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Hleavy Haln=Flood in Rock Hiver—=NDnmage ttJ
Raliroad, Property, &cye=Lives Loat.

This vicinity was virited last Thureday nigh'|
by one of the severest storms of rain wo ever
witnessed, Thursday, it had Leen quite lowry
during the day, and at about 6 o'clock T'. M,
tho rain began 1o fall very rapidly, and eontin
ued so till midnight, with but very slight inler
ruptions, It is almoest ineoneeivable what anf
amonnt of water fell in theso six hours, It had
Leen falling but a few minntes hefare the whole
gronnd eeemed to be covered as with a lnke,
which rushed down to the river through every
little depression in tho surface of the earth
which it eould find.

Of conrse Rock river went booming vight wp,
and early the next (Friday) morning everyboady
expeating that the falling of such an immense
amount of water would be the enuse of much
damage, large numbers of people were out (o
see what had been the effect of the storm.  Go




ing down to the railroad bridge, we found it
eovered with our citizens, who were lovking
upon the vast volume of fonming waters as they
tumbled over the dam. Tho river haid spread
far beyond its banks, and had flonded the mills
and factories on the water works, compelling
them to suspend operstions, At this time of
writing (Seturday morning) they are yet sul-
merged, and'1t is not likely that work can he
prosecuted for several daye. The viver wall of
the foundry of the Reaper Works seemed to he
partially swept away, and the roof rosted on
lhe boiling waters.

The ' Patch,” just above the bridge, was the
greater portion of it submerged. This low piece
of ground is the hahitation of many of our Irish
population, and their shanties are thickly plant.
ed over it. We are told thai they were made
to vacate their quarters very suddenly in the
middle of the night by the swelling waters ;-
some of them manifesting much terror at their

situation. We heard it said that one of the
shanties had commenced flonting with its oceu
pants in it, when they wero aroused to their
dangerous situation, and escaped by the assis-
tango of a neighbor who came to their rescue
with a beat. The shauty flonted off, and has
not since Loen heard «f If this be so, this
family had a very narrow escape from dearh.

We learn that the Starch Manifacturing Co.
had some £400 worth of etarch in their vats,
which was entirely flooded by the waters, and
was probably spoiled.

Some half mile below the dam the steamer
Rockford was endesvoriog b gnia her landing
at the foot of the faclories. She had then baen
Iaboring for several hours to reach her landing
bus t!w current of the rushing waters appeared
to be toostrong for her. She, however, at last
sncceeded, but to the spectators appeared 1o be in
eminent danger of capsizing when she was obli.
ged to expose her broadsile to the tremendous
force of the vast volame of water, She careen




od fearfully, but effected her lanling enfely,
however.

Learning that the railroad track had suffered
onsiderably a «hort distance from any eity lim.
ita, we proceeded to the spot, which ia at the
culvert across the low land on Mr, Samuel
Gregory's farm, and elose to his dwelling, A
very small stream, which is quite dry iu the
sumniér, runs along here, and a enlvert had
been eonstructed for the passage of the water,
The culvert proved altogether teo small for the
vast hody of water which rushed doan thia lit.
tle stream on Thursday night, Which piled up
against the embankment of the railroad to the
Leight of some twenty feet, we should judge,
when it forced its way throngh the embank.
ment jnet cast of the culvert walls, carrying
away about fifty feet of it, and leaving the ra)
and tiea of the road ehspended in the air, they
holdiug together by the apikea by which they
were fastenéd. The éulvert wan preserved en-
tire, and on‘ly the embankmient wiil have to

be replaeed

When the water had earried the embankment
the whole volume of it came through with tro
mendnus force, carrying with it alout an ncre
of swelling ground which was exposed to its
full foree in the bond of the stream just below
the embankment,

. The damage to Mr. Gregory is considerable.
in the way of 1088 of fences, destruction of fowls,
de. ILia esimated that he lost near #1,000
worth of flnung on his farm by the flond. Al
of hix fowl¥, we believe, with the excdptihn of
one saolijary turkeg;, wtnch lodged in & tree top,
were swept away, The water surrounded hin
house, and the family were obliged fo move all
the furniture into the upper stcry. 1is horees
were ricied from the stable, tho ugh not until
the water had risen up to their hellies, Ilis
lluep wera alwo rescued from their enclosure
Just in time to save them from being swept

aWEY, -
After thns finding its way throogh the rail.




road embankment, the body of water rushed
on down the bed of the stream until it ecame to
Kishwaukee street bridge, atthe Buckheo farm,
whieh it swept away completely. ‘Fhis hriduve
rested on fubstantial stone abuntments—nnt one
of the stones is left in its place ; they were all
torn out, and scattered along down the siream
for twenty rods,

Crossing over the river, we found some dam-
age 10 have hean cammitted on Kent's Creek.—
The railroad eulvert just bevond the dépot, was
like all the others, altogeihier 100 small to ad-
mit the passage of the water which came down
the stream, and it set back on the low land
aliove, ﬂooﬁing the whole of 1.1, l!lll'l‘}’ing‘ AWRY
thy bridges on Btate strees, and Cedar atreete—
The water rose 1o such a height as 1o flood sev-
eral buildings and barns adjncent to the low
land, in some instances rendering it a diffionlt
lahor to rescus horses frem theie stalls, Dr.
Richings' fence wns pn]_'linlly enrried off, trees
waghed, pak(and he also ‘eame very near lostg

bis horses. The Dpnlf:r wns abeent at the time
and a neighhor sicceeded with difficulry 1n
B e horsey out. , _':!;'ha waler rose into
the second story of the barn, One family in a
house on Elm street, on the west tide of the
creek, ware obliged to-he taken out of the win.
duws of the houss, with the water up to the
arms of Lthose Who resotied them _

The oddy formdd by the water as it forced
iteqlf throngh the culvert, washed out the south
side of the railroad embankment considerah ly,

takipg away 8 partion of the main track. Be.
Jow thia, the water sobmerged the flat, and a4

VATp gt
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| we are told, drowned quita n numher nf Imgu
which were enclosed in & pen- an the flat..

We Jearn that two more eulverts have been
swept away between Cherry Valley and thia
city, of course, all railroad communieation ia
suspended. No train has passed over the road
either way since Thursday, and probably ocan-
not for a few days.

It reems to be bierond quesation that a very
great portion of thia damage is the direct result
of the smallness of the enlvarta on the Galann
Railroad. Their want of capacity to aceommo
date the large bhody of water which eame down
the emall streams, set it back on the land
above until it had gained such a volume and
power ns to force its way throngh the embank-
ments, and then, ils courss no longer impeded,
the whole vast bodv moved together and at
ones, with a farca which nothing coulldl resist,
and hence most of the damage. Wa learn that
the Galena company were told on dll sides,




when huilding the road, that these culver!
were altagether too small fur the purpose, hu
they would isten to no snggestions from thoa
who were hetter nequainted with the eountr
than they, and here is a re<ult of their ohstina-
ey. That they can bhe made to *smart” fori
iv the general impression, and the inclinatio
reams to be, among those who have eufferad
from their inadequate culverts, 1o make ther
pay the damages which their ohetinacy has oe-
easioned, It will be a naeful lesson to them, i
they take it rightly, and be the preveulivn o
much damage in the future.

The bridge on the Buloit road, near the cem-
etery on the Fast Side is destroyed, and moet
of its butments, which were of stone. The
stream which this bridge spanned, is an insig
nificant little rivulet at most all times, andin
aimmer is entirely drg.  All the brdges on
this road between here and Roscoe are swept

AWNY,




We went up on the line of tha Kennsha Rail-
road along the river hank, yesterday (Friday)
but we found the embankment entirely rafe ao
far an we went, though the waters of the river
were all around it and had submerged it for
about half its height, We do not think that
any dnmage is done to this road any where in
this vicinity,

But the saddest part of the calamity is yer
to be told—1that is the loss of life, Fortunately
no lives were lost from the flood in our eity,and
perhaps none were endangered, nuless it were
in the case of the rhanty which was floated
from the * Pateh,” which 1s more than likely
Lo Le npm-hrj':phaf. Lut not so can all our
neighbora sny. The village of Roscoe wis vis.
ited with a terrihle loes of life, which has enat
a deep glovm over that place. We give the
necount of the Register in regard to the sad
calamity, as it aceorda exnctly with the lacts of
the cnse as we have received them:

The villnge of Rescoo was inundated by a




aundden rush of water,hauses tumbled into roins
anid nino livea lost, We are indelbted to 3w,
1L 8. Brown, of that pince, for full partienlars
of this ead calamity, Mr. DBrown ecame dows

on horseback, reaching hiere about noon yester-

day. He reporta overy biidge gone between
here and Roscoe, and he had to furd the strerma
"The peaple along the roate report all the emall
steeams ligher than was ever before known,~—
A lnrge amount of fencing has been carvied off,
and grain warhed out,

Of the affair at Roseae Mr. B. eays the water
was dammed up at the railrond culvert about
a fourth of a mile east of the village, acroas a
small ereek that pute into the River right in the
villnge, The embankment here ia very high,
probably forty feet, and the culvert hiving en.
Hrely ton small to dischnrge the waler, it svon
acenmulnted ro as to form & small lake, The
pressure finally heeame so great that about &
hundred and fifty feet of the bank gave way,
and the water rushed down with resjstless foree




aweeping everything before it,  Five huildinga
in ita conree were demnlished almost in the
twinkling of an eye, and in one were congrega-
ted a family of ten persons—niue of whom were
huriied 10 a watery grave, Thia family was
that of Rev., Horatio llsley, (n Preshyterian
Clergyman,) and consisted of himself, wife and
eight children. The mother and chilidren were
all lost, and Mp, Ilsley was reseued from the
top of a tres, near half a mile from where the
house had stood, Thie bodies of four of the
¢hildren had been found when onr informant
left—9 o'clock vesterday morning.  Mre. lsley
ia & bretherin law of B, I, Tinkham, Esq.. of
Chicago. The children ranged in nge from in-
fancy to 18 or 20 years, The oldest wan a
yonng man who had retnrned from Milwaokee
on Saturday last on a visit, Ile had been em-
ployed in that city ns a Clerk in Marshall & Ils-
ley’s Barik, The houss was a good two story
brick atructure.  Mr, lisley states that the fam-
ily were all awake, and had taken refuge in




the uppér atory.

| Three other houses in 1he villngs were ear

riell away. One of them was a gront house,
occuyied by a family named Adwms, Being s
near the creek, the fumily conslilered 1t unaul‘e,
and they left it inthe early part of 1he evening.
Another, a trame house, accupied by a family
‘nathed Weleh, was left by the ‘I'ur'liil}' Just be-
fore the water enme down upon it, and it was
swept, A new wooden bLuilding and a barn

‘were alwo  destroyed. The Uridge over. the
cresk was also carried away. The R:-gl ser's
informant re-pusanln the excilement of ‘the |reo-
pla of Roscoe as inteuse when he left there
Friddy morning.

This terrible calamity at Roscoe wna also, it
will be actri, caudéd by the inadegnacy of the
culvert built by 1he Galena road al this point
on ite Beluit Branch, : :

One other loss of lifo we have to record—
that of & Prusian named Sass, a tenant on the
Britton farm, near the mouth of the Kishwau.

kee. 1lo was éndeavoring to erose alow place
which was aveiflowed on horseliack abant 10
o'clock A. M., when the horsesuddenly pitched
into a hole above his depth, throwing Sae out
of the sadille into the water, who being unable
lo swim, was drowned, lle leaves a wife and
one ¢child, who were standing in the doorway
of the honee; and were agonized epectators of

his sudden death.
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Rock River a Nnvlqnble Stream.

We'learn from the Dixon Telegraph that the
Steamer Rockford of this city arrived at that place
for the first time, on the 30th ult.—making a speedy
passage.
We have long harbored the idea that Rock River,
with a comparatively sinall amount of dredging
and (he addition of n few locks, (mostly for the pur
" pose of accommodating manufacturing  estgblish.
ments,) could be made a navigable river thrnu'ghonj
nearly its whole extemt. Last year the Roékfor
made regular trips between thls city and Rockton—
and now she glides down with equal case and facil-
ity in an ordinary stage of waler, to the city oﬂ
Dixon—ihus traversing (by the river) a distance o

nearly seventy miles ;}—and nFn hear from her offi-
cers that a much larger eraft ‘could have performed
the trip without epcountering; the least difficulty.—
This too, it will be remembered, without any at-
tempt whatever to clear the chbannel. We' shall
next expect to hear that the Rockford bas arrived

at Rock Island.-
Only think of n‘.f—a d:ruct wnter communication
with St. Louis. Cincinnati, Pittsbargh, New Orleans

and St. Paul—indeed with all the towns and cities
on the MIEII!S]pp‘I, and all hld mighty tributaries.
At the risk of being scouted as an enthusiast we will
make the predictjon that in leds than ten years, this
will come to pdss—and Rockford will be a port.of
entry of no incgusiderable pretentions. Mark the

prediction.
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AT wE T

DRY GOODS ON TIME

Por o living, consequently, 1 shall IERRUFTER sell

ONLY FOR CASEL

[t would havo afforded mo great plensars to have glv-
en my friegds and customers in Rockford, & aight of the
molle alilp, bt as the Ll.n.ll,TulhgﬂPh waa oul of arder,
and she buing toho o sand b hr‘preu, and balisring
alsn, the Little{Stennar Rockined] batlor adapted to nav-
gate Mock River, (eapecin F o & low slage of water,)
concluded inslond; to send lots of

NEW GOODS

Of the bant siyles and quoalitles which the market af-
fords, whicl pleass call and szamine, PURCHARR, and
pay for, anil you have my Eﬂll‘lﬂliﬂ that you will nevar
regret 10, 1 ahall forward daring the pext thirty days, &
coinplots smsoriment of

FALL AND WINTER GOODS,

Tn my line, which will be snl] CHHEAP, because sold for
CASIl. Thankful for past favors, | sk (snd-bopoe to
merit) & contindance of the same.
Nuw York, 1868, R. A:. SANFORD. ,
Rookford, August 80ih, 1858,

Rockford Weekly Register-Gazette (Rockford, IL) 10/16/1858, page 3

= EEsTEmIREES ERSS

OQuly for Cash.
It would havo afforded mo great pleasare to ha
nay friends and customora in Rockinrd, a .:thf'ia'.“;'n'.'
Lle ahip, but as the Land Telegraph was ouf of order, and
ahe being-too Lulky to send by Express, and belleriog,
?ht;. l,lltm Ii“fﬂu Steamer Rockiord | Letter adapted to narv-
ate Rock River (ospa '
c%u:’ludrd fostead, to send lots of W siage of ““r'}_ I
NEIW G-OoOODS
Of the beat atyles and qualitios wldeh the markets a®
fords, which pleaso cafl and examine, PURCHASE, avd
pnyfrr. and you have my g.;num that you will never
regret it. Iahall forwaz'd during \he «:gthlrt.r days, &
completo assortmens of X ouf

Fal) and Winter Goods,

In my line, which will be sold OHIEAP, because soNd X
f 13}%‘!; Tl:lltllkl'ul for past (avorr, 1 ask (and Bope 12

Til) & continuance of the samé. FORD..

New York, 1868. . R A bAN .
{ Roekford, August 20th, 1888, isé




1859

Rock River Democrat (Rockford, IL), 3/15/1859, page 2

“O Gru "—We e..\m:-f the f ollowing from
“ Ye Ilistorie of O Gull Qountie,” which ap-
pears weekly in the Ogle Co. Banner, in regard
to the reception of the [Steamer Rockford| by
the citizena of that connty upon her fival trip .-—
To bLe betler understood, wae will etate that the
editor of the Polo Advertiser has been writing
and publishing a .history of that counly, and
that Dick ledfield ot the Banner has in his
inimitable way been burlesquing eaid Ilistorie,
[Lis a good thing, but Richard, we think has
deawn largely upon his imagination, for we
den't know of any one, much less a steambont
captain, up this way, that ““smiles.”

‘The year 1811 -is distinguished asthe one in
which the mammoth siern-wheel stenmboat
Rockford was built, the flrst steamor thit was
ever built this side of Grand de Tour. This
steamer, which was the first to navignte Rock
River, arrived at Oregon in tho same year,
where it was received with great demonstra-

tiony nl'fuy. The ladies of the city, necompar.. !
Jiell Ly t

e Mayor, were upon the levee await .
ine ita arcival. as o desnateh hnd been receiv. |
ed by *clothes line " or * Hsh line,” uunmmciug{
its departure from m The Indies were
beautifally altired in pink dressea fustened a-
boug the waist with tarkey-red snshes embroid
ered with oyster shells and goose-quills, Upon
the arvival of llm the eaptain was pre:
rented w th a ¢lean shict, and a splendid ban-
ner, bearing the appropriate motto—

“ Oregon am nll Right on the Guose Question ™

The enptain went ashore and mounted a dry
goods hox in [rout nf a vesturant, and commen-
ced an cloquent and pathetie epoech, but ow-
ing to the frequeney that ho had *emiled ™
during the trip, s tongne refused utlerance,
nm!l he was carried baek to the boat en a shut-
ter




Rockford Daily News (Rockford, IL) 3/17/1859, page 2
e — |

The Steam Boat Rocktord

Will commence running from this City
to Oregon on uext Monday, at 24 o'clock,
I. M., in time to take passengers from the
afterncon Chicago train. It will make
three tripa per week from this City, on
Mondnys, Wednesdays, and IFridays; and
rcturning, will leave Orngon on Tucsdays,
Thursduys, and Saturdays, in the morning,
but at what hour, we are not inforumed.

The Rockford has had ten feet added to
her size, und the owner expects her speed
will be much increased. Mr. James B.

[Skinner]is the owner, and Flarmon Hill, the
Captain.

e e o ——

Rock River Democrat (Rockford, IL), 5/3/1859, page 3
— s AN ¥ T T

STEAMBOAT ARRIVAL—~Uunder this hewding the Dix-
on Republican and Telegraph notices the arrival in that
city of the Stenmer Rockford] Capt. Mill.  That paper
states that Capt. A1, 8 desivous of making regulue teips
to that place and would do so provided certain ¢onven.
ionces were made for the Junding of freight, This boat,
during the past winter, has been much lmproved. She

" has beeun re-moddled from a stern whieel to a sido wheel
ateamer, and with fncreased pawer, ln a new englne, now
makes good fime agalnst the strong current of our river.
Last scason she transported a largo amonut of produce,
goods, &e., betwoon Lhis eity and Oregon, and it I8 falr
to presume with incrensed fucilitios and grentor speed,
her business will Lo largely inereaxed thiy xeason,




Rockford Daily News (Rockford, IL), 6/28/1859, page 3

GFRATND PICINIC

SUSINNE, | | MR

|| BYRON, ON THE FOURTH.

Tho Spiritualis®s of Rock{ord have mads full arange.
ments for & @rand Celebration, on the National|

ANNIVERBABRY OFINDLPENDENCE

and give a cordial invitation to all parties, without dis-
tinction, %o join them ln w plenic st Byron,

The Bteamer *Rocklord” has been chartered |for the
lay, snd will lenve the Btarch Worksat 7 A. M. precias-
ly,and return by Bor® P. M. Good Musle has been
| | provided for the duy's festivitics, and able and

ELOQUENT SPEAKERS

engaged to apeak, Mr. Jorold Sandford' lovely @Grove
baa been kindly g.ven for the cccaslon, which will be
ftted up with everything requisite for the

CONVENIENCE AND COMFORT.

of the company.

Tiekets for tho whole day's excanalon only #1,00 to
ba Liad of Waldo & Gllbert, sod by Jobo B. Yuung.

™ As the number s limited to 100 persons, sn
early applicstion ls pecesrary in order to seeurs & pans-
sge, and o1.joy the beauty of Rock River sconery.

Hockford, June 28th, 18560, 16t




Rockford Republican (Rockford, IL) 6/30/1859, page 2

il s

The Fourth in Rockford.

—

Notwithstanding there has bur linle exertion been
made to get up any cxciiing show in town for the
4:h, it seems wa are, afier all, to have a celebration
i worthy the place and 1he occasion. Ouor citizens
| have felt more like arting in acrordance with the
day and lience we are 10 have several independent
celebrations. Early in the morning the “*Amiques
and Horribles, or Tremendons Curb Sione Guards,”
will make a parade which if done up as it oughe 1o
be, will afford an immen<e fund of amusement for
Youog America. At esght o'vlock the Spiritualists
will leave for Byron in the [Steamer Roclkiond]
which they have chartered for the occasion, and
‘will there spend the day. At nine o'clock the
Cathelic Benevolent Association of the city will
turn out in procession and maich through the prin-
cipal sircets.  This association will have a grand
ball im the evening. Ther signily their willing-
ness aleo, to unite with any other public body in
procession and other celebration exercises,

At the Fair Grounds & mammoth tent will be
erecied which will be devoted 1o the use and bene-
fit of the City Band in which to hold a Promenade
Concert. Good musics nnd good refreshment may
bethad there at & moderate price.

iig tent will be decornted in & soperb manner
and Tarnished with a nice smooth fleor on which
the lovers of terpsichore will have opportonity to
teft their skill. The 1ent will be brilliantly lighted,
and crowded with the youth and beanty 1hat wijll
assemble beneath the eanvass, will inaka 1he most
imposing display our city has seen the entiie sea-
son. Not one of those who are fund of “moduvrae
pleasurcs conscientiously indulged," should fail of
Leiog present. |




The scholurs of the West Side Union School in-
tend having a celebration on theirown hookio which
ther invite their friends. They will have exercises
appropriate te the duy and the oceasion, incloding
fireworks amil other patriotic demonstratians,

The order of oxercises for the entire day will Le
duly enterspersed with squibs, fire crackers, belj
ringing and gunpowder according to the enihusiasm.
Let everyone b carcful how they handle thess im-
plemments of amusement. Mo toys can he du SUAl-
denly transfo:med into missives of destraction and |
death as these, and we sinzercly hope we shall nat
be obliped to chronicle the arcount of uny accident
arising from their use. A linle forethought and
reflection upon this point may save mach suffering
afier the bastle and glory of tha day are over.—
With these inducemenis 1o remain a1 heme we sce
no reason why our ciizens should desire 1o go a-
broad, lor though some of onr neighbors have made
a londer noise about what they intend deing we be-
lieve there will be a8 much excitement here as any-
where. Evoogh certainly to feed the patriotism of
the most cnthasiastic,

| |



Rockford Daily News (Rockford, IL), 7/2/1859, page 2

GRANDPICIN IC

[BYRON, ON THE FOURTH.

The Spiritualiats of Rockford have made full ariange-
monts for & Grand Celebration, on the National
ANNIVERSARY OF INDBPENDENCE
and give a ermlinl invilation to all parties, without dis-
tinotion, to join thom In a plenie at Byron.

o Stoamor “Rockford” has beon "chartered for the
day, and wil’ lenve the 8tarch Workaat 7 A. M. preclse-
ly, and mturu by 8or9P,», Good Music has been
provided for tho day’s fentivitien, and able and

ELOQUENT SPEAKERS
ungnged to upnlk Mr, Jerold Sandford’ lovely Grove
has been kindly givon for (Le occasion, which will be
fitted up with everything requisite for the

| CONVENIENCE AND COMFORT.

of the company.
‘Tickets for the whole day's excursion only $1,00 to
bo.had of Waldo & Gilbert, and by Jobn B. Young.

As the pumber {s limited to 100 persone, an
early ypplicstion Is necensary in order to socure s pass-
age, anyl enjoy thebeauty of Roek River seonery.

Rocklord, June 28th, 1859, 12146t
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Rock River Democrat (Rockford, IL), 2/28/1860, page 3

e e A r———

DowNwd4dRrp BouND.~The Steamor Rockford, Cupt.
Hill, we upderstand, will ma.kli Lior first trip of thoe sea-,
son some {ime durfug the prosent week,  All aboard
for Oregon und points intermedinte,”

e e

Rockford Republican (Rockford, IL), 9/6/1860, page 2
——————— e B A—— — — —— ———

ARRESTGD.—A man by the name of J. R. Doty,
living in the western part of the city, was arrested
‘on Monday last by ofticer Upright, on a charge of]
stealing a couple of buffalo robes from the stcam-
er ¢ Rockford” and the Jrunning geer of a wagon
from Mr. Oviatt, of Burritt. e was committed
under $150 bends. -
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Rock River Democra_t__(_R_ockfoirg,‘ IL), 3/19/1861, page 3

STaAMER ROCKrORD WUECKID—NO LIVES LONT, 0W [N
TO TUE SEAMANSUIF AND [NTRECIDITY OF QarT., LLILL.—
Wo Yagrel to Le compelied. to record the sinking 1o the
Luttom of Reck River of the st salling, high pressure

|Bteamer Rockford] 1 LN, Oaptala. It Ia gratifylng to
'ua to Le able tostule thut uo lves were lost, na through
the superlor se wmanship of Cuyt. 1l they alt suceeeded
In reaching terra firma, glud to uvscapo the boillng and
turbulent wators that every woment threatencd to ou.
gulph them. Wo understond Uit 0 gerios of resolutlops
were passed  amd signed by all e passengors
fally axhonorating Capt. LI awd his erew from Llume,
alvo teetifylng te his grent coolnoss and daring fu the
hour of peril. The Ogtle Co, Repiorter thuy narralea the
accldent, It s from the pen of thelv spoclu! reporten
who took passago upun her expecting that she would

@ under ; and thus afford an [tem :

Last Mooday afternoon the stenmor Roekfurd stsrtod
from thls ﬁrluuu 1o Rocklurd, with thive passengors and
,nqn bushels of wheut wnd w quantity of outs,  About 9
fo'clock, when who wus four mies above Hyron, in ut.
smpiing 1o cruss un lalind that was overllowed with

ator, she struck o 8nay and eapesized, 1o wbout uloe
faet of water. Wo lnvu not learned what winount of
‘dAamage waa done, but presume slin will e an almost Lps
tal loss, na the curront is said 19 Yy very swile ant that

Int, und she ls very lightly bulle, ‘Pl Ius<engurs and
crew wuro all saved by swlwiog wshare, Tl wheat,
which belonged to l'otwin & Stene, J, {1, Ratledye aud

{.ouls Willlamy, of this town, will probably Ly w total
loan.

Rockford Republican (Rockford, IL) 10/3/1861, page 2
—ll e il . i s

peR. The fstenmer “Rockford,” Cu.: Hill,
is now plyiug regularly between this city and
Oregon,



Rock River Democrat (Rockford, IL) 12/3/1861, page 3

the tast salling ateamer Rockferd

iness,

on the river & few weeks rince,
a Nue, which will Lo repaired In time for the apring bua-

7" The Ogle Qounty Reporier statea positively that

was not loat in agule
She simply collapsed
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Rock River Democrat (Rockford, IL) 3/25/1862, page 3

OLp Rock OveN.—~Tho lcoin the river went out this
year without maklug any fuss, It wont almost before
wo know that 1t hud such intentions, and withoutjdolng
any damnge. When navigation will be rosumed by the
mlonmer Rockford|we are unadvised,

Rock River Democrat (Rockford IL) 4/8/1862 page

[/ he Sleamor huc.Uﬁnf commencod nmkiug reg-
ular trips LeTween Uregon nnd this burg last Friday o
week, her whirble waking tho stiilness of the waters of
old Rock, wnil searing the water-fuwl from thelt nocuss
tomed hnunts, Sho Ix o run tyf. ‘weekly, nfriving heto
Mouduys, Wednesdaya and Friduys, She delivers. wheat
wt the Depots s City for b cents & bushel, lLook
out for the Steamer when you hear the whistlo.

Rockford Republican (Rockford, IL), 4/10/1862, page 2
-

Nli?lﬂ_‘_l'l'lmi Opex.—There is now an excellent
stage of water in our river, and mavigation has
opened briskly. Thesteamer Rockfor‘ﬂwu the
first vessel to arrive at tho levee, and of course is |

-~ entitled to free wharfage for the season. She is|
now making regular trips between this city and
Oregon, carrying freight and passengers. Hoer
tariff of prices is lower thanany other first-class
alcamor on the river.

—_—————i__ .




Rockford Republican (Rockford, IL) 4/19/1862, page 2

-

NaviaarioX OrEx.—There is now an excellent
ll.tgu of waler in our river, and mavigation has
m“d briskly. The[steamer Rockford|was the
first vessel to arrive at the levee, and of course is

entitled to free wharfage for the season. She is|
now making regular trips between this city and
Oregon, carryiong freight and passengers. Hor
tariff of prices is lower thanany other firsi-class
steamer on the river.
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The Sunbury American (Sunbury, PA), 3/23/1867

It is uncertain if this “Rockford” is the same referenced in other articles from the Rockford, IL area.
e — - Ap—
Serious Flood In the Southwest,

Camo, 1., March 14.—The oflicers of the
steswmer Roekfo:d. Just from the Arkansas
river, report the country overflowed, snd
m«ulc:u uf property aud suflering ol' in-

ots.

Twenty-seven lives were lost at Helenn by
the flood, mostly txndmcn. m nw
Peter Bolen was damsged by hto
the bank st Red Fork, and lon f,‘“
cargo, one soldier and ope deck

THE WATER TWENTY FEET DEXP IN TUE CITY
OF CHATTANOOUA-TI'EOPNLE STARVING, &0,

Cixcrsxari, March 14.—<The Ucion Con-
vention to-day nominated Chas, F, Wilstach
for Mayor.

The Guzetics Nashville c?:‘dd ayﬂho

of m- nleﬁng at
lln.. A i the 'l'nnm rgnr.m.
t tanoogs, on the 1
d vlug gu hon twelve to twont;ll"m
eep in the ; many houses are n
over, and otan ’lontlag l':;.p 'l'hg
Isyw} with & posse ol citizens and soldiers,

¥
down the river at Ala, oo
12th. The loss of m:ﬂ; i cstimated at
s million of dollars, Genersl Carlin, at
Nushville, was making cfforts to send rations

through to Chattanocoga.
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Rockford Journal (Rockford, IL), 6/21/1873, page 1.
According to the Lytle-Holdcamper List (cited above) the “Rockford” was abandoned or disappeard from
records in 1969, so it is unclear if this “Rockford” is a dlfferent boat.

| —The little steamer Rockford has been }
' peatly repaired, and put inapple pie order for |
. the coming plessure season. A board roof|
| has been put overhead, comfortable seats have !
| been fixed and everything about her is now
' neat, taut and tidy.
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Morning Star (Rockford, IL), 8/14/1898, page 3

AN EARLY DAY STEAMER

How MNavigation From Rockford
to Rockton Was Opened.

RIVER PARTIES WERE THE RACE

Some Recollections of the Famgus
Old Steamer, The Rockford—
Her Trial Trip and Ex-
cursion to Rockton.

A little company of old residents of
Rockford, while returning from a river
party one évening last week turned the
conversation to the subject of early
beating on the Hock. - All recalled the
“Delle of Rockford” or “The Rockford™
—it was kpown by either name—and
dwelt upon the popularity of this, prob-
ably the most famous of the craft that
plied the Rock in this vieinity.

. In the early fifties there were a sur-
prisingly large number of boats (raver-

poims south., Rockford was a regular
port of entry and clearance for small
craft up the river from the Mississippi
and the navigation interesis were of re-
ispectable proportions. But the stately
river was found so valuvable for water
power that the 2t boais and small stern
wheel steamers soon disappeared and
ihe port of Hockford became only a
MEmory.

L

sing the river between Rockford and |

might have been the blacksmith's anvil
in disguise.

A vommitiee waited upon the excur-
gionists and escorted them io the Man-
sion house, where an elaporate dinner
was served. The Hockton people spread
themselves on that meal and the long
journey bad sharpened the appetites
properly for it

At T:30 o'clock the steamer cast off
and turned her nose homeward amid a
pariing salute of the canfon amd the
cheers of the Rocktonites gathered on
the river bank. Roscos was passed with-
gut delay and im three hours time the
party was landed at home, =afe and
sonnd.

There was dancing and speschmaking
on the homeward trip and as they neared
Rockford the excursionists organized
by electing C. I. Horsman chairman and
adopted the following resolutions:

“Resolved: That the officers and
all attached to the steamer Rockford.
by their gentlemanly conduct and
courteous bearing during the excur-
sion to Rocktom, are entitled to the
unanimons thapks of all {ortopate
encuzh 1o be of the partr.

“Resolved: That ouly by a trip on
ihe steamer Rockford can the beauty
of our own Rock river be properly seen
and appreciated.

“Resolved: That our trip has heen
much enlivéened by the cheers and
hearty reception at Rozcoe and Rock-
on,

“Resolved: That our thanks be
tendered 1o the Saxe Horn band for
their well selected and execured music
during the trip.”

River parties then became all the rage
end the “Rockiord™ bad all the business




pearance on the Rock and for a number
of vears its popularity was unbounded,
It was the one te which reference is
made in the foregoing and with which
it is the purpose of this article to deal.
“The Rockford,” as it was perhaps best
Enowp, was bullt and owned by thee firm
of Pennock, Sterling & Co. It was quite
a pretentious affair and was made en-
tirely in this eity. It was equipped with
a twenty-horse power engine which was |
made in the establishment of Clark & !
Utter, under the supervision of A. G,
Springsteen, who was the first engineer
of the boat. The steamer only drew
nine inehes of water and was considered
a substantial craf
The trial of the Rockford was made
Monday, May 25. 1857. She left her!
moorings at noon, with a private pariv |
on board. and steamed up the river|
against a strong current, making about |
teven miles an bour, which was all her |
builders had anticipated. Mr. Spriog- |
sreen quickly discovered where some
improvemenis and changes were neces-
sary. By June §, these were completed
and on the evening of that day the
staunch little steamer took out her first |
pleasure party., An early day writer!
thug describes the trip: |
As we left the port the sun was sink- |
ing to rest in the far west in a gea of
glory, its resplendent rays bathing |
spire. tower and residence with the |
rosy light of a western sunset It was
matchlessly beautiful, ang the bright
exes of the happy throng, who crowd-
ed the deck of the good steamer were
turned in admiration upon a scene as
eochantingly lovely as ever poet of old
dreamed of. Under the guidance of

Zng e THOCKIONG  Dad Al TN business |
she could well handle. The following |
yvear the boat was improved and made
regular trips 1o Rockton, on Tuesday, |
Thursday and Saturdar of each week. |
carrying passengers and freight i

In 1859 zhe began plying the river be-
tween Hockford and Oregon and did a |
lzrge business. Rockford people re-!
member how ooe night she stuck on a
sandbar and staid there all night with |
a large number of passengers. Capiain |
Hill ran the boat for a long time and on :
July 30, 1859, vook her as far south as |
Dixon. She occasionally went to Grand |
Detour, but her regular trip was between |
Rockford and Oregon. |
« William Roach. of Elmn street, was eu- |
gineer of the boat for a time. She was |
witcked below the dam and there her'
career ended.



the man of sieam we sped opon the
bosom of the river, passing now a
splendid rasidence, the abode of lux-
urious ease and comfort. and perhaps
Lappiness: anon the cotage of some
husbandman hove in view and was
rassed with mental ejaculatons of
‘how beautiful™; aged elms whose foli-

age bathed itgelfl in the waters which

washed its base; noble caks whose !

ragged limbs pointed heavenward,
and mossy banks covered with na-
tore's verdore: we shot by and napght
broke the stilloess of the hour save
the merry volces and the musie of the
Zaxe Horn band, who discoursed most
exceilent musie. All was mirth ani
Jollity.
A ten-mile trip was taken on this oc-
casion which required three hours time.
“The Rockford” was the first steamer

10 open navigation between Rockford
‘and Rockion apd the event was a no-|

table one. A company of ope hundred

(ot more. ladies and gentlemen. char-,
tered the steamer for a trip 10 Hockton. .

The people in the latter town bezrd of

|the excursion planned Lo give their vis-

iors a cordial reception. The excur-
fion took place on Jumpe 12, 1857. The

'beat left its dock at 10 o'clock in the |

morning and it was figured that it would
arrive in Rockion soon after the dinner
honr. The Saxe Horn band was along.
of eottrse, and the boat steamed away
amid the strains of musie. “The Rock-
ford™ proceeded up the river without de-
lay uoptil Roscoe was reached. There,
owing to a misunderstanding about the
channel and a strong current, the boat
was stalled and Rockion was not

rezched until the afterncon was well

advanced.

The Rocktoa peopie, who had waited
patiently to see the steamer come "round
the bend, hud made complete arrange-
ments for the entertainment of their
guests. A flag was planted at the land-
ing and as the steamer pulled up she was
greeted by salutes of a cannon, which
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Daily Register-Gazette (Rockford, IL), 12/16/1904, page 34

Rock River and Its Daried Flotilla.

The unse made of Rock river for Amasa Hutchins.
waler power has e effect of making capacity of -about 1,000

water which sets back many miles up
the river, increasing its breadth and
giving 2 good channel for boating. In
former years comsiderable sport was

ey
The steamer “Rockford,” one of the earliest pleasure craft.

bad from a boat club, and races on wide for 1500 to 1,600 people. During ¢ city. It has proved a favorit®
the river. As there is a fine course the summer all of the boats are caltey Doint for society and other exeursions

here it is Dol unlfkely that the ex- inio service for Sunday schoo!

bilarating pleasure of aguatle sporis

may again be brought inte play.

The general uses of the river for
comfort and pleasure have greally in
ereased of late years, and have led 10
the building of a suitable equipment
of steamers and other craft for the en-
Jjoyment of the privilege bestowed by
the presence of a body of water. The
banks of the Rock are varied and pic-
toresque. and permanent residents as
well as visilors enjoy the pleasure of
the ride throngh the changing scémes,
forming & winding lake about 15 miles
long.

1t 15 over 15 years since the Arrow
was bought from parties a1 Jasesville
and brought to this city by a number
of Reckford gentiemen. wbo used it
for thelr own pleasure and 1o some
extent made it available for the use
of the public  Later it was devored
principally to general service, bui was
fioally pot out of commission. Iis
engine ang boller are sull doing duty
for power purposes om lacd.  The
steamer Queen was built at Dubuque
for Theodore O. Largent in 1891 and
is in service here today. being em-
ploved especially for clubs which
make weekly use of pleasure grounds
up the river. It is owned by C. C.
Lioyd and R. E. Dewey. The steamer
May Lee was bullt hers for the river
service by Mr. Largenl aboul seven
vears ago. It has had its capacity
enlarged to that of carrying 400 peo-
pie. by lengthening fis bull, and 1s
doing a general excursion business.

The steamer Illinois was also built
bere to meet the demand for increased
capacity. the builders being the pres-
ent owners, J. T. Buker and ex-Mayor

The old Steamer Arrow, for many years a
city and up-the river outing points.

popular transit between the

and from towns within 100 miles of Rock-

THE MAY LEE LANDING A PICNIC PARTY.

‘The owners and

ANOTHER EARLY

the vate launches and vary the tedinm of for its owners,

It bas a carrylng other large excursions. Of late the viting places for the plenic dinners, privilege of the river ride at small ex- hood of 36. The pioneer of this large
The three river at Rockford bas come into re- and for suck games as the people pense, during the heated term, there list of pleasure boats was built by

a beautiful lake because of the slack- steamers together comfortably pro- quest for large partiés from out of c¢ase to indulge in for their outing. are many citizens who have their pri- Fletcher Barnes. This was followed

by bringing to Rockford the official
electric launch of the world's fair at
Chicago, the Eectra, the boat which
won the concession for the lmgoons

DAY PLEASURE BOAT.
was subsequently

managers of
steamers pay especial artention w the the summer months by afternoon or used by the omm ﬂ! the exposidon
pleasure of visiing parties, and their evening rides, according to their pleas- m the public functions and the tender

ford. There is a large variety of at-
tractions here for visitors. the river
p being, of course, the leading one,
The wariety of the scenery along the
banks is held to be fully as interest-
ing and aturaciive as ihat of Lake Ge-
neva. The pleasure parks and pienie
ounds at varions polnts afford -

intérest for the welfare and enjoy-
ment of out-oftown people has wom
many friends for Rockford as the ob-
jective point for excursions over the
large territory from which the river
bere can be conveniently reached.
In addition to the steamers, which
zive the residents of the city the daily

The 1llincis, the largest and finest boat on the Rock.

Capacity 900 passengers.

PICNICKERS.

ure, elther by themselves or with In-
viled guesis. There is no public reg-
istry of theése boals but the number is
large, estimated to be in the neighbor-

the hospitality of the assoclation 10
dmuus\ﬂsh;d Visitors. “The "Biecia
has been out of commission this sea-
son but its owners expect to pat it
into service again.

Most of the lamches use gasoline
power, the two owned by W. F. and
John Barnes and the Electra being
the principal exceptions.  Among
those who ire Interested in this form
of pleasure to the extent of ownership

E. Henry, Charles ‘Reitsch, Herbert

Savage, H. M. Johnson, the J
brotbers, the Berg brothers, the At
wood brothers, H. Snow, and s num-
ber of others.

‘The launches sost from $300 to $300
each. The fotal investment in the
craft of all sorts on the river is abont
$30,000, of which something more than
onebalf Is in the steamers budt for
seneral public use.

Not the least important privilege
=hich people here derive from the
river i5 that of the evenlng paries on
the steamers, and the river concerts,
sometimes on the sieamer decks,
sometimes at the piculc grounds. Many
an evening of delight has been passed
in this way when the heat of the sum-
mér forbade such enjoyment on land.
Altogether the presence of the river
enters into the daily life of the people
of the city  a degree which _is

SﬁlDﬂ)’ QDD echLad D! lhﬁﬂe 'hD
bhave never known what it was to be
aeprived of such pleasures. In this
issue will be found {llustrations of the
principal river craft

The Electra, with its owners and a merry party of well known
Board.

People

on



Close-up of Steamer Rockford photo in 12/16/1904 article.
iy yoRe SRR T :_‘




1905

l_Rockford Daily Republic (Rockford, IL), 7/26/1905, page 1 & 2

v

The steamer Rockford, % two deek-
er built for pleasure but suitable for
freight, was one of the first to at-
trael atlention on the river here. It
was built on the river bank on the
= site of the city water works, in the
year "57. Steve Inman, father of
Billy Inman, was the contractor, amd
he had working with bim William In-
man, a brother, and Captain Weldon.
The latter two did all the, eorking on
the bull. The owners were Potter and
Finnick, both of whom lived here at
that time.

The decking and wood work for the
boat was furnished by Wood ard
Company, who were in the sash and
door buziness then. Their shop was
on the water power on ground where
the electrical power plant of the
Emerson eompany stands.

|. A funny incident eonnected with
's|the building of the sieamer,that is
B

yet remembered and |nnf[|l2d at was
told the other day by J. H. Davey, of
Rural Route 1, who plainly remem-
bers the boat. George l{eelmg who
‘was one of ﬂmse p-mtmg t.he tumt,

SAILED THE

* (Continued from Page

WHEN THE "STEAMER ROCKFORD”

STEAMER AND

WENT TO OREGON AND DIXON—

t

| SAILED ROCK RIVER 48 YRS AGO
il 7. B. DAVEY TELLS OF THE BUILDING OF THE

-| HOW IT CARRIED PASSENGERS UP AND DOWN THE ROCK IN
e|  THIS VICINITY-LATER IT

. HOW GEORGE KEELING JUMPED IN THE WATER AFTER HIS
B PAINT BRUSH WHEN THEY

WERE FIRST PAINTING BOAT.

er. Without hesitating be jumped
head first in after ir. There was
about twenty feet of water at ihe
spot, but Keeling gol the brosh, eame
to the top swam nashore and began
painting again as if nothing had hap-
pened. His fellow workmen langhed
=0 mueh about the incident they eonkd
hardly work the rest of the afternoon,
Keeling was a relative of J. H. Keel-
ing. the druggist.

The boat was a double decker, with
side paddle wheels, It plied above
the eity abont fonr seasons doing eon-
siderahile l.ramt:'i;i.ng among pleasure
seekers. Laler it went below the
dam, using the chate that then gave
aceess to the siream helow that bar-
rier. It plied for two seasons hetween
Oregon and Rockford, doing a freight
baxiness. Later it went between Dis-
on and Oregon, doing the same sort
of bhusiness. Lastly the machinery
was taken out after it was run on an
eddy, and the hull was used for a
ferry boat. When its usefnl life was
over it was palled ap on the bank be-

WHEN STEAMER!

um;&mmm

ROCK

Qne.)

rot.

tween  Dixon and Oregon and left to
Some remaius are still there.
J. H. Davey, who tells the story of

the boat, brings to light the traf-
fieking in wheat b&tween Orezon and
Rockford, that used to fore an im-
portant faetor in river business when
this steamer was in existence. It
earried many loads of wheat from
Oregon to this eity where the grain
was gronnd.




Rockford Republic (Rockford, IL), 7/31/1905, page 1
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1
OLD STEAMER ROCKFORD POSTER |
i
FORTY EIGHT YEARS OLD |
i
1
INTERESTING RELIC IS BROUGHT FORTH BY STORY IN THE|"
i
DAILY REPUBLIC OCONCERNING EARLY DAY BOAT = EX-|,
CURSIONS AND FREIOHT-WAE ON THE RIVEE IN 1307 i
. - i
The slary in Welnealay s Bepahille enneernling il - " ®camer |__:m-'..f..|.|" i
an ey ey cleasmer on il [oek. brvaghi ek minlny  @cs | ..... FE ORI E]
Gk Foml pesebeiite.  Une remler of the Repnblie Me leving Foliz wae |
espirially miervsial in the #lory, bweanse o (ke Dl Lthat | has e b ]!
puesisiion a [ilike khand bl grinded ar that Gme in which the |-| E
siteriizal 3= plesire s, The hand-Iall, printed in e sk "I' I_I gz |1
of thess dlave aml e guows yellow with agr. = reprediieol hérewith
in dhe Elenlical [¥p snl when 3L wan prmiel Feeip-vight Yeard nge,

THE STEAMER

ROGETiRD

WILL MAKE

Regular Trips to =
BOQGRDOIAY
- TUIPESDAY,
Thursday and Salurday,
Of cach week, leaving Rockford at T A.
M., and arrive at kton at 11.30
A.M. Leave Rockton at 3.30 .
M., and arrive at Rockford at 8 P. M.

7" Passengers landed at intermediate
peints on the River.

FREIALY

i all kinds iaken on reasonable terms.

fllﬁSHEl HXEHHSIHNS
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1922

Morning Star (Rockford, IL) 7/21/1922, page 2.
This article undoubtedly refers to the “City of Rockford” (originally the “Illinois), a much larger steamer built
in 1920.

TSUDENOTEAS
JOKE RESULTS IN
EXCITING TIME

An atternpted joke in the form n{I
a soicidal letter left in the room l:rI-
June Thore, 202 North Church :tne:t'
last night caused mo small Bmuunt
of excltement In the mneighborhood
Her rocmmate who gave her nume
az “Dollig™ to the police said that
she returned home about 12 o'clock |
with & girl friend and on entering
the house found the letter addressed |
i her and from her friend.

Following i3 the contents:

“Dgar Dollie:

oI told you all today and I know
'l Ken wont come back to me 8o I
“lam going to end it all. I know thir is
“|terribla but T can't help it. Dellle iC
“lyou would have staved homa to-
| night, I could mever have done this|
but it's best for T could have never
stopd it any longer and with my |
pogr health I could not have lived
long anyway. Dollie, I dont know
j|what T am thinking of but I am to

weak to control myself. Oh Geod. T
hope this has taught Kenneth a les- |
son to never fool another woman. |

“Oh God, forgive me, |

“June” !
Rushes To Police [

“Dollis" who had T the river |
on the [Steamer Rockford| took the |
note and rushed down town, halting
the first police officer she met auﬂ
explaining the sltuation.

Police were rushed to the home Ln
imvestigate but in the meantime Juna |
had arrived home and was in bed.
It i= sald by pelice that she explain- |
#d that she wos playing a joke on |
her rodmmate and wrote the m:-te'
a8 & means of scaring her.
| ‘The police are of a gifferent g.p;mun
however and they will make further
investigation into the case. Efforts |
wiill be made to Incate the girl's
lover. :

T e T
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Daily Register Gazette (Rockford, IL), 7/7/1923, page 8

This is the “City of Rockford”, built in 1920.
~The Don Leatherby orchestra
will furnish music for dancing to-
night -on the
The orchestra Iz pls E wednes-
day and Sunday nights at the Ter-
ra Aqua gardens., Freeport. and
has recently been playing at the
Interstate Gardens, eBloit, and
Electric park, Sycamore.
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Rockford Republic (Rockford, IL), 4/16/1929, page 1
Although newspaper article is dated 1929, it refers to a letter dated 1860 and therefore pertains to the Steamer
“Rockford” bgri It irl 1859.

D. J. Thompson, Rockford man,

who does business’ for Isler-
168 M. Michigen bivd.. Chicage, is
owoer of a letter written Feb, 29,
1560, by a group of Ogle county pio-
meers at Oregon, to James B. Skin-
ner, who had a shipping-interest in
the Steamboat Roekiord. -

Thesa, early Ogle county business
men beg Manufacturer Skinner to
indece Capt. Hill to remain master
of the Good Ship Rockfard

"The lettér which folldws recalls
the commercial grandeur of Rock
river when it was a passenger and
freight lane for this part of the
workd:

J. B. Bkinner, Esg., Reckford, TI1.,
Dear sic: We were happy to see
As by the boat is the only way to
forward anything to ¥our city at
present.. But we regret to'hear that

C."R. Potter, . Palmer,
J. W. Spowden, Light & Schults,
Michael Hﬁh:. : u:u:mu.



AMEXN named here were grain
men and store keepers of the
'Ogle connty . seat.

Fhilip* . Bennett was grand-
_father of former mayor, W. W. Ben-
nett, and sat opposite John Green-
leaf Whittler, the poet, in the house
of representatives of Massachusetts
and was also brigadier-general "of
Massachusetts troops that escorted
Gen. Lafayette on his second wvisit
-to American and Boston.

James B. Skinner was one of the
.early manufacturers of farm imple-
ments In Rockford, one of tiie most
substantial citizens of his dazy. His
home in those days was at the north
end. of the block "now containinz
the Palace theater. The late Mrs.
A. C. Gray and Mrs. C. F. Henry
were his daughters.

Who reading these paragraphs re-
members the Stea.mboat ",Rocktord"

Rockford Republic (Rockford, IL), 4/16/1929, page 1
This article does not reference the Steamer “Rockford” however is about the “Gypsy”, reportedly the first
steamer on the Rock River at Rockford, IL.

IPSY was the first steamboat to
visit Rockford. .

“One’ morning'. late April or early
May, 1838, dense, black smoke was
seen rising above the woods at
Corey's bluff, Soon the Gipsy came
in sight and was greeted“by cheer-
ing muyltitudes gathered- along the
bank. L

The boat on rmchins' :tlw. rapids,
suddenly swung around and went
down stream much -faster than it
had ascended. It rounded te and
tried a second time, but. without suc-
cess. Finally, by aid of l‘.ﬂ.-n‘.l thrown
inte the furnaces, it ﬁevelnned suf-
ficlent power against the.swift cur-
rent.

Eleven tons of merchandlﬂe were
unioaded for Dr. Haskell who had
just purchased the G. A. Sanford
interest in the Platt~ & Sanford
store. :

This first trip of Gipsy, from Al-
ton (ML)} to Rockford. was made
occasion for much public rejoicing.
The boat was a stern-wheeler, one
hundred feet in length, thirty feet
wide. It had a cabin above the hold,
an upper deck and a number of
state-rooms. A




“Ten tons of merchandise were
Ioaded on at Rock Island, destined
for a Beloit store. Passengers, com-
ing in from the country, chartered
the boat for an excursion. The
happy throng dancesd all night and
kept the cabin In uproar day and
night until the Gipsy reached Rock-
ton. The music was furnished by
Andrew Lovejoy, who :iplayed the
flute, 2nd another man with his vio-/
lin.

This first trip of the Gipsy was

made with the Mississippi and the
Rock in spring flood.
. The streams were high, bottom
lands overflowed =0 that the steam-
er would sometimes leave the chan-
rel and run across points of land.
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Register-Republic (Rockford, IL), 10/3/1932, page 6
This article while dated 1932 refers to a 1857 article pertaining to the Steamer “Rockford”.
EXCURSION TO ROCETON.'

Mavigation between Rockford and Rocktom |,
I“s established on June 12, 1857, and the Regis-
| ter of Jume 13. had this story: :

{ “The steamer Rocilord made her first ex-7
{cursion to Rockton yesterday. baving on board
! neariy a hundred excursionists, incloding many
{of our prominent citizens and & goodly portion
of those important requisites—the ladies. We
{had the good fortune to be one of the party.
i The day was cool and lovely and the boat Jeft
at about 10 a. m. amid the strains of the Sax };
Horn band, who discoursed most excellent music
&urmgth:mﬁmmnmmtuﬁtmmew-

. “ﬁwmnmntmnubhﬂmmditsbuu-.
| tiful banks covered with the velvet verdure of |.
i spring. and studded with the magnificent frees|
.jjust in the brightness of pew dress, with the
.| landscape on either hand stretching back tol
.icultivated farms formed a vlew as enchanting
. i ps it was imposing.
_i "Soon after leaving port = pleasing Incident
iotcwTed in the swimming &cross the river of
_;adu—atﬂmmwmdhbewﬂd.butwmh
.i proved to be tame. Tbtprtmfﬁm&(the
.-mmmmmdbrm:bw’
.. with bow and arrows, preparing to give the deer
fu“mmpﬁm The waving of hsodker-
.+ chiefs and tablecloibs from the dwellings along
‘the way., the cheers of wvarious partiss on the !
ahuuwhnrmd'lockadmmmewﬂtyufli
: sicamer on Rock river. fcrmtdﬂ:enhie!lr.m
:of interest in the passage up.”
: Rockton - greeted ihe excurslonists l‘i.-ha
L-nluteb}'tb:msm
.! *The fact is now established that Rock river
i is navigsble from Rockford to Rockion™ the
| Register said. i




1938

Morning Star (Rockford, IL), 3/20/1938, page 35
This article refers to the Steamer “City of Rockford”, built in 1920 (as the “Illinois™) and destroyed by fire in

1924.

Rock river around Rockford at:
one time was alive with large es- |
cursion steamboats. The last of

these, ithe ;]C:t; of Ruckford]; was !
destroved

i
steamer| was originally nhristened{
“Ilhnois” and plied the river for 25
years. The blaze which destroyed |
the boat was spectacular. The h-::at-;
at the time was moored at the Imt1
of St. Clair street across the river;
. from Pranklin place. A sesond blaze | ,
-a vear later further destroved the'
m.rts of the hoat which remained. '
i The [sieamer| “Illincis” was built @
Ih‘ir John Blﬂiﬂ and Amua
; Hutchins, i‘orme.r Rockford mayor. ' i
lTl-us poat Buker s'eered up the:




river and back not less than 3ﬂmi
times, or about 50,000 miles. It is
| reported to have cerried 65,000 pas- |
sengers. It had two covered decks
and a third withoet and carried up
to 900 passengers,
Rivalry For Excorsion Trade |

Previous to 1980 for about & de-
cade, Buker and Hutchins were in-
terested in the Rockford Steam
' Yacht company, owning the
“!.rruw" a small propellor boat.
;' The two Rockford men had pur-
i chased- it in 183C¢ at Belo’
. Captain Theodore O. Lnrgent al:aau

rgperated a |ste3mer “Queen,” built |
at Dubuque, Ia.. 1n :.EEI!. and rivalry !
between it and the “Arrow” pre-!

'vafled. In 1896. Largent had a
‘larger boat, the “May Lee,” nzmed !
‘for his daughter., constructed for
"him.
. This caused Buker and Hutichins
i to decide ther wanted a larger boat.|
Two carloads of fine lumber were
;purchased in 1900 and work was
!started on construction of what be-
icame the *“Mlinois.” It was budlt
.ion the east river bank just norti
{of the present Jefferson street
‘bridge. The mnew boat atiracted
i most of the excursion business. Lar-
gent lived until May 21. 1931, when
he died at the age of 77,
- Capiain Buker. his rival, is still,
jliving. When the federal gmrf-n--
ment raised the war tax on ples.mre!
i boats from $2 per fooi, charged in
11913. to S4 per foot in 1919, Buker
jdecided there was no longer anv!
1p-of:t in operating the *']J.linnia"F
: Accordingly he retired in May, 1919.;
.The boat was purchased by t.he
i Rockford Excursion & Amusement .
-mmpanv and rebuilt at a cost of!
‘about $15000. It did not ODEIEH:_
‘long. however. until its career on.
'ithe river was ended by the fire!
‘just prior to opening the 1924 sea-!

I
|
i




son. By that time its popularity
had already begun to wane. Auto-
mobiles had arrived on the scenei
and when the family went on an!
outing they took their car. ‘

Another boat that plied the ri'-er,
in the "90s was the “Arrow,” which ;
was launched in 1830 and carried |
the Rockford populace from down-
town up the river to the Harlem
amusement park. This boat sank
in 1900 opposite Enightville as the
crew sought to beach it. It was
lefi on the river bottom. !

In the early 890’5, W. F. Huffman

brought to Rockiord a lake boat
named “Citv of Rockford” but it
was built for deeper waters and;
could not be used here. The “Queen” |
owned bv Largent was the nut.|
jcraft. It was iron-hulled, built like!
[an enlarged canoe with an engine. '
{ It spent one winter on the bottom |
{of the river, being frozen w the-
'bottom when high water sank it
in early winter.

Fletcher Barnes is reported to
have owned the {irst private iaunch
on the river.

As early as 1857, a steamer n;ameﬁ!
“Rockford” was built here on the,
river bank. It was a double decker|
with side paddles. For two seasons
it plied between Oregon and Rock- |
ford and later Imm Dunn tu Oregon.
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Register Star (Rockford, IL), 8/5/1983, page 5

rom the canoes of the first Indians who

inhabited Winnebago County in the

1700’s to the roar of ski boats, the Rock
River has always been a large part of the Rockford
community. The rushin “iwaleroithekockﬁmbe-
came a source of hydraulic power in the 1800’s. And
while it mever achieved any marked degree of success
as a means oftranspmtatmn, it played a vitally im-
portant part in the industrial life of Rockford.

The Rock River was Rockford’s first means of
trans, jon when Indian canoes filled the water in
the 170(0's. As man progressed toward a mechanical
form of water transportation, the canoes were re-
placed by steamboats. The first steam-propelled craft
ever to reach the Rockford area was the Gipsy, a
stern wheeler 100 feet long and thirty feet wide which

made the trip upstream from Alton, Illinois, in 1838.
Dr. George Haskell, for whom a Rockford park and
school have been named, made that historic trip.
Although many attempted to utilize the Rock
River as a navigable waterway for transporting pro-
duce and livestock, the river was never used as a
frequent passageway. The rapids at Rock Falls proved
thI be too much for cargo boats to safely make it

ough.

One of the first pleasure craft lo Pl the waters of
the Rock River was the [steamer Rockford]| a two-
decker constructed on the river ban 857. The

city’s most famous steamboat, the Illinois, began
operation in 1900. For almost a quarter of a century,
the lllinois was an institution on the Rock River.

With a length of 125 feet and a beam of 26 feet, she -

could hold mnearly 1,000 gers. In 1918, the
Illinois was renamed the City of Rockford and com-
tinued carrying an estimated 50,000 passengers a
year until fire destroyed the vessel on March 4, 1924.

In 1843, a portion of the River became incor-
porated into the Rockford Hydraulic and Manufactur-
ing Co. as its prime source of energy. The Illinois
legislature provided a charter under which the first
water power company was organized and the first
dam constructed. The State reserved the right to
assume ownership of the dam and locks with an
agreement to keep them in good repair. All hydraulic
power, however, was to remain the property of the
corporation, an act still in existence.

e e ]
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Morning Star (Rockford, IL), 2/8/1969, page 3

Q-1 have 2 pictore that belonged to my
grandmother. She bad told my mother that it




