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The summer of 2021 is here and water levels are doing great.  It is a far cry from the flood 

years of 2008 and 2019.  I canôt say enough good things about our Sheriff Gary Caruana and 

his efforts along with Com-Ed to operate our dam and the gates in a positive manner for 

Winnebago County.  Having all 4 gates working and completely closed is helping to main-

tain our recreational pool level for boating in our area.  In talking with the NWS Scott Lin-

coln, he has shared previous data with me showing that we are at drought, but are no where 

near historic low levels yet, so that is a positive.  We continue to help maintain sand bar dan-

ger buoys at locations as needed to keep boaters informed and safe.  We also will be out re-

placing some of the bridge marker lights soon to aid in night time navigation of the river.  I 

canôt stress enough how important it is to have solar lights on our docks to keep our river 

safe.   

     Your donations are greatly appreciated to allow us to continue to fund these efforts.  This 

is our annual membership drive for 2021 and look forward to your support again this year.  

With the whole covid epidemic it became very apparent that families have taken to the river 

to have fun.  Boat and jet ski sales are through the roof.  This is evident by the large number 

of boaters out every weekend.  It is such a treat to be out at night with just a short sleeve 

shirt on.  Letôs hope the warm summer trend continues.  One of my biggest concerns is boat-

ers without navagation lights at night.  We have all had a bulb burn out when we least expect 

it.  It is a good idea to have a flash light on board your boat should this happen.  A clear or 

red solo cut pated to the flashlight can get you back home if this should hpappen.  The DNR 

has had a noticeable presence this year with their new air boat, john boat and 2 deep V boats.  

They are enforcing the no wake zone at Martin Park.  Also they monitoring the use of the 

kill switch and lanyard by a boatôs driver.  Most of us only use these when on a jet ski, but 

the law says all boat operators must wear them.  If your boat has a kill switch, make sure the 

red cord is attached to it and you have it attached to your wrist or body when operating your 

boat.  The other law that we need to remember is if you see law enforcement with a boater 

pulled over, you must slow down and pass them at no wake.  They will issue you a ticket for 

this if not followed.  Check your fire extinguisher, horn, paddle, throwable and life jackets.  

Also your battery must be strapped down and the terminals covered with the battery box 

cover or rubber boot.  The straps tend to dry rot over time so make sure to check it before 

going out on the water.   

     Thank you for your continued support of the RRHAS and take just a minute to fill out 

your annual renewal application enclosed in this newsletter and send it in. 

     Have a safe and great 2021 out on the river everyone! 

      Steve Lucas, RRHA President   
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Past and Present Rock River Homeowners Association Projects 

If youôre wondering where your dues and other donation monies are being used to improve our Rock River, here are just a 

few of the completed and on going Rock River improvements your association has accomplished!  (Not in any specific order!) 

1. Installed commercial marine navigational solar lights on bridges and maintain with new bulbs and batteries when need-

ed.  If you boat at night, these are a great help to see what pass to use and where the supports are.   

2. Installed directional arrow & TALL navigation signs on the bridges to help guide boat traffic under bridges.   

3. Purchased additional buoys for no wake and hazard areas and installed flashing lights on them. 

4. Purchased a new Bimini shade top for the Sherriff's patrol boat. 

5. Installed and maintain news and information stations at launch areas. 

6. Installed navigation solar light for entry to Sports Core launch on shore. 

7.  Construction and installation of a static river level gauge at Davis Park in 2014. 

8. Purchase, installation  and  yearly fees of an official U.S.G.S electronic gauge at Davis Park at the dam for spring of 

2015, this is great importance to everyone viewing the water level gauges, as it will give the level at the dam. 

9. Create and maintain a professional Website that shows all area river gauges in one page, and other important Rock Riv-

er information to home owners and boaters. 

10. Donate money to the Ski Broncs yearly for their program to further the Rock Riverôs value as an entertainment venue. 

11. Publication of the Rock River Homeowners Association Newsletter to keep homeowners and businesses on the river in-

formed. 

12. Support by board members and homeowners by volunteering during Rock River cleanup events. 

13. Removal of trees to safer areas after flooding. 

14. NO WAKE signs and RIVER CLOSED signs at boat launches during high water and flooding. 

15. Paid fees to keep river gauge operating. 

16. Do you have a project youôd like to see addressed?  Send us a note or call any of the board members! 

BRIDGE NAVIGATIONAL HEIGHT SIGNS  

When youôre navigating up or down the river and going under the various bridges, look for the ñArrow & TALL ò signs on  

North and south areas of the bridges, for the best boat navigation under the bridge.  The preferred space between  

the pylons will be marked with Arrow signs, and under some of the lower bridges, a ñTALLò sign will  guide you  

to the tallest part of the bridge. This is especially helpful during high water if you have a taller boat or boat structure.   


